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I. INTRODUCTION
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The joys and the hopes, the griefs and the anxieties of the men of this age, especially those who are poor or in any way afflicted, these are the joys and hopes, the griefs and anxieties of the followers of Christ. Indeed, nothing genuinely human fails to raise an echo in their hearts... That is why this community realizes that it is truly linked with mankind and its history by the deepest of bonds (GS 1).
Some years ago, while I was doing parish ministry in Texas I got involved with Community organizing and was invited to participate at a Statewide Conference on Education in the public schools organized by a broad base ecumenical organization called Industrial Areas Foundation (IAF). More than a thousand participants gathered together and worked for a few days. Those attending were community organizers and leaders from churches of various denominations, schools, and some workers’ unions. Most of the churches’ representatives were lay people, accompanied by some protestant and evangelical pastors as well as catholic priests. 
During this conference, I was very impressed by the stories of success told to the assembly regarding several public schools which used to have poor academic performance but had significantly improved it after engaging in organizing parents, teachers, and principals through the IAF local organizations. Those schools were able to develop afterschool programs which made a real difference in the education of students in preparing them for the real world. I realized that those experiences were also part, in some way, of the Kingdom of God becoming a reality in our midst, and I was filled with hope because of the achievements of those communities that had taken their faith into practice in a very concrete way. I was reminded that it is possible to transform the world! 
Even if every nation and region has its own possibilities, conditionings, and challenges, I think this short story contains some elements that can be applied in other situations such as: living out our faith is the social arena, collaborating with other institutions, people of good will and some social movements, etc.
The title of this reflection is: “Active Presence of the SFO in the Church and in the World”. In the first part I will point out some principles taken from the Magisterium of the Church and the official documents of the SFO directly related to this topic. In the second part I will single out some lay men and women of outstanding achievements on this field, too.  In the third section I will propose some practical conclusions hoping they will be helpful to all of you in your commitment to serve Christ in the Church and society as Secular Franciscans in this nation.  
II. DOCUMENTS
A. VATICAN II
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[T]he laity, by their very vocation, seek the kingdom of God by engaging in temporal affairs and by ordering them according to the plan of God. They live in the world, that is, in each and in all of the secular professions and occupations. They live in the ordinary circumstances of family and social life, from which the very web of their existence is woven. They are called there by God that by exercising their proper function and led by the spirit of the Gospel they may work for the sanctification of the world from within as a leaven. In this way they may make Christ known to others, especially by the testimony of a life resplendent in faith, hope and charity. Therefore, since they are tightly bound up in all types of temporal affairs it is their special task to order and to throw light upon these affairs in such a way that they may come into being and then continually increase according to Christ to the praise of the Creator and the Redeemer. (LG 31)

B. SFO’s GENERAL COSTITUTIONS 
Regarding the first part of the present theme, that is, the SFO’s active presence in the Church, article 17 of the General Constitutions states as a fundamental principle that secular Franciscans are called to work together in building up the Church as the sacrament of salvation for all. Based on this principle it can be said that:
· Through their baptism and profession, they are made witnesses and instruments of the Church’s mission and proclaim Christ by their life and words. 

· The fraternities should promote the preparation of the brothers and sisters for spreading the Gospel message in the ordinary circumstances of the world and for collaborating in the catechesis within the ecclesial communities. The same article states that those who are called to any ministry in the Church “should make the love of Francis for the word of God their own, as well as his faith in those who announce it, and the great fervor with which he received the mission of preaching penance from the Pope”. 

· Their preferred apostolate is personal witness in the environment in which they live and service for building up the Kingdom of God within the situations of this world. They participate in the service of sanctification…above all in their own family, then in the fraternity and finally through their active presence in the local Church and in society.

Articles 18-23 of the General Constitutions present various elements of the secular Franciscans’ own contribution towards a civilization in which the dignity of the human person, shared responsibility, and love may be living realities. Inspired by Saint Francis of Assisi they should:   

· deepen the true foundations of universal kinship
· "be in the forefront ... in the field of public life"  
· firmly oppose every form of exploitation, discrimination, exclusion, and indifference
· work together:

· With movements which promote the building of fraternity among peoples
· In actively putting forward initiatives that care for creation 
· In overcoming the exclusions of others and those forms of poverty that are the fruit of inefficiency and injustice 

· So that all persons may have the possibility to work and so that working conditions may always be more humane 

· For the passage of just laws and ordinances.
· witness to their fraternal love and clear Christian motivations
· give preference to the poor and to those on the fringe of society 

· live their membership both in the Church and in society as an inseparable reality
· generously fulfill the duties proper to their occupation and to the professional training that pertains to it 

· maintain a balance between work and rest and should strive to create meaningful forms of using leisure time 
· engage themselves through courageous initiatives in the field of human development and justice. 
· take clear positions whenever human dignity is attacked and should offer their fraternal service to the victims of injustice
· take care that their interventions are always inspired by Christian love
· be bearers of peace in their families and in society
· respect the choice of those who, because of conscientious objection, refuse to bear arms.
C. COMPENDIUM OF THE SOCIAL DOCTRINE OF THE CHURCH
The Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church, published by the Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace in 2004, presents the following principles in its Part One, Chapters III and IV: 

I. THE DIGNITY OF THE HUMAN PERSON

II. 
THE PRINCIPLE OF THE COMMON GOOD

III.
THE UNIVERSAL DESTINATION OF GOODS

IV. 
THE PRINCIPLE OF SUBSIDIARITY

V. 
PARTICIPATION

VI. 
THE PRINCIPLE OF SOLIDARITY

VII. 
THE FUNDAMENTAL VALUES OF SOCIAL LIFE

VIII. 
THE WAY OF LOVE
In the second part, the Compendium develops other important aspects of life in society: 
CAP. V:
THE FAMILY, THE VITAL CELL OF SOCIETY
CAP. VI:
HUMAN WORK
CAP VII: 
ECONOMIC LIFE
CAP. VIII: 
THE POLITICAL COMMUNITY
CAP IX: 
THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY
CAP. X: 
SAFEGUARDING THE ENVIRONMENT
CAP. XI: 
THE PROMOTION OF PEACE
In the third part, the Compendium presents the topic of ‘SOCIAL DOCTRINE AND ECCLESIAL ACTION’. Of particular interest for the formation of secular Franciscans is the content of the last section named: SOCIAL DOCTRINE AND THE COMMITMENT OF THE LAY FAITHFUL: 


a. The lay faithful

b. Spirituality of the lay faithful

c. Acting with prudence

d. Social doctrine and lay associations

e. Service in the various sectors of social life


1. Service to the human person


2. Service in culture 


3. Service in the economy 


4. Service in politics 

D. CONCLUSIONS OF THE XII GENERAL CHAPTER OF THE SFO
The Conclusions of the XII General Chapter of the SFO (2008) present the subject of Presence in the world as the fourth priority. Here are some of the challenges presented in this document: 
For too long, the Order has not fully entered into its active mission in the world.  The moment has come, and it can no longer be deferred, to “enter the city”, to exercise with determination and full visibility its own responsibilities to witness, and to promote justice, peace, human rights, and the integrity of creation.

 

It is essential that the entire Order be present as such, and not only through the worthy initiatives of its individual members.  It is important to re-discover the importance of recognizing oneself and of being one single body for the service of the Kingdom and the world so that it may be redeemed in Christ.  The Order has begun to become fully aware of its world dimension and of the potential socio-political pressure that it can exert.  It is its duty to use this presence in every corner of the world to effectively operate everywhere, and to become visible by promoting strong and courageous initiatives, including those in national and international government organizations.

D. MESSAGE OF POPE BENEDICT XVI FOR THE CELEBRATION OF THE WORLD DAY OF PEACE 2010
In his message for the World Day of Peace 2010, entitled: “If You Want to Cultivate Peace, Protect Creation”, Pope Benedict XVI addressed several elements regarding the current threats to peace placed by the neglect and misuse of creation by humankind. He calls for a profound, long-term review of our model of development, for intergenerational solidarity, for a use of technology that reinforces the covenant between human beings and the environment, and for the responsibility of the whole Church. Here are some excerpts: 

1. “...Man’s inhumanity to man has given rise to numerous threats to peace and to authentic and integral human development […] Yet no less troubling are the threats arising from the neglect – if not downright misuse – of the earth and the natural goods that God has given us...” 
4. “...Can we remain indifferent before the problems associated with such realities as climate change, desertification, the deterioration and loss of productivity in vast agricultural areas, the pollution of rivers and aquifers, the loss of biodiversity, the increase of natural catastrophes and the deforestation of equatorial and tropical regions? Can we disregard the growing phenomenon of “environmental refugees”[…]? Can we remain impassive in the face of actual and potential conflicts involving access to natural resources?…”
5. “... Prudence would thus dictate a profound, long-term review of our model of development, one which would take into consideration the meaning of the economy and its goals with an eye to correcting its malfunctions and misapplications […] Humanity needs a profound cultural renewal; it needs to rediscover those values which can serve as the solid basis for building a brighter future for all [...] Specifically, they call for a lifestyle marked by sobriety and solidarity [...] Only in this way can the current crisis become an opportunity for discernment and new strategic planning”.
11. “…Education for peace must increasingly begin with far-reaching decisions on the part of individuals, families, communities and states. […] A special role in raising awareness and in formation belongs to the different groups present in civil society and to the non-governmental organizations […] In a word, concern for the environment calls for a broad global vision of the world; a responsible common effort to move beyond approaches based on selfish nationalistic interests towards a vision constantly open to the needs of all peoples…”
III. TESTIMONIES
This section is dedicated to some lay men and women renowned for their service to the Church and society and some examples of local projects carried out by Secular Franciscans. My hope is that their example may inspire us to assume our responsibility in the midst of both our community of faith and society.
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GIUSEPPE MOSCATI (1880-1927)
Italian doctor Giuseppe Moscati combined in an extraordinary way his work as scientific researcher in biochemistry and university professor with a profound spirituality and generous service to the needy. After graduating from the University of Naples in 1903, he began working at the ospedale degl’Incurabili (hospital for the terminally ill). His professional commitment won him recognition which increased further with his involvement in the aftermath of the eruption of Mount Vesuvius in 1906 and in the cholera outbreak in Naples in 1911, when the government appointed him to conduct public health inspections and research on the disease. In 1911, Moscati joined the Royal Academy of Surgical Medicine and earned a doctorate in physiological chemistry. He was also in charge of overseeing the local Institute of Anatomical Pathology and was a pioneer among Neapolitan doctors in experimenting with insulin. His hospital provided medical service during World War I and he visited close to 3,000 soldiers. In 1922 Moscati he received a libera docenza in clinical medicine. 
Throughout his activities, Moscati practiced his faith and bore abundant fruit of selfless love. His spiritual life included intense prayer and daily Mass; he also took a vow of chastity. Through his work he sought to alleviate suffering, not to make profit for him. Sometimes he utilized his patients’ faith and the sacraments in his treatments and refused to charge the needy for his services; many times, he would instead assist them financially. He was beatified on November 16, 1975, and was canonized on October 25, 1987
. 
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GIORGIO LA PIRA (1904 – 1977)
Italian politician Giorgio La Pira held the position of  mayor of Florence twice (1950-1956, 1960-1964); he was a deputy of the Christian Democratic Party and took part in the assembly that wrote the Italian Constitution after World War II. He was a Dominican tertiary and worked tirelessly for peace, human rights and the betterment of the disadvantaged. His political and philosophical thought was clearly marked by his Catholic faith and particularly by the legacy of St. Francis of Assisi. 

To promote human rights and openly oppose fascism, La Pira founded the magazine Principles on the eve of World War II. His outward criticism of fascism remained during the conflict. He fled to Siena and then Rome when his offices were raided by the Italian police. Once the war was over leaving behind destruction and misery, La Pira devoted himself to rebuild Florence. During the post war years, he would often give away his shoes, clothing, and most of his income to the point of becoming barefoot. His involvement in national and international politics resisted intense criticism and included numerous visits to Moscow, China, and Hanoi. Until his death in 1977, he fought for issues such as disarmament, third world development, and tolerance among world religions. The process of his beatification started in 1986. “On the occasion of the 100th anniversary of the birth of Giorgio La Pira, John Paul II praised "the holy mayor": "Before the powerful of the earth, La Pira expressed with firmness his ideas as believer and as a man who loved peace, inviting his interlocutors to a common effort to promote the fundamental good in different ambits: in society, politics, the economy, cultures, and among religions"”
. 
C. ARMIDA BARELLI[image: image5.jpg]



(1882 - 1952)
In his address to the Italian Archdiocese of Capua’s pilgrimage, on June 8, 2002, Pope John Paul II stated: 

After half a century, the figure of the woman whom they used to call “big sister” of the Catholic Action Young Women, stands out with growing relevance for today. As a tireless disciple of Christ, Armida Barelli developed an intense apostolic activity, characterized by a singular intuition of the new demands of the times. With feminine genius, she responded to the desires and directives of my predecessors: Benedict XV, Pious XI and Pious XII, regarding the laity, by gathering more than a million young women in the Italian Catholic Movement. She also made a decisive contribution to the birth of the Sacred Heart Catholic University, and to the founding of the Missionaries of the Kingship of Christ.  
Prayer was the source of her multifaceted and fruitful apostolate, specially a fervent Eucharistic piety, of which the most concrete and efficacious resource was the devotion to the Sacred Heart and the adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. Dear brethren, follow faithfully the path marked by this strong and intrepid woman, imitating her search for holiness, her missionary zeal, and her civil and social commitment in order to ferment the vast fields of culture, politics, economy, and recreation with the yeast of the Gospel
. 
D. HOUSE OF FRANCIS’ PEACE

[image: image6.jpg]


House of Francis’ Peace is a soup kitchen run by the “Pohang” local fraternity. Initially one of its members made a significant donation to rent a place to start the project. Since then, the fraternity members have been serving lunch to the poor and the elderly every Saturday for over 10 years. After lunch, a doctor comes and offers free examination and treatment. In addition, lunch boxes are home delivered to the elderly who are home bound. The fraternity members raise funds to cover all the expenses. This witnessing to the gospel has united them and has animated the fraternity as well.
E. ST. LUKE CLINIC
[image: image7.jpg]


St. Luke’s Charity Clinic serves typically patients among extremely poor immigrants or undocumented poor foreigners working in Korea who are not entitled to regular health care services. Among the members of the “Sylvester” local fraternity in Seoul there are some doctors and nurses. They formed a volunteer medical group and have been providing health care services for a long time.
F.  PARTICIPATION IN REMOVING THE OIL SLUDGE OFFSHORE
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After a collision of two huge ships in the West Sea (2008), a large amount of oil spilled and polluted the sea and beaches. Secular Franciscans and other members of the Franciscan family of Korea worked hard to remove the oil sludge. They rented a bus every Saturday for three months. Secular Franciscans raised funds to cover the respective expenses: bus rental, lunch, etc.
IV. CONCLUSION
E. CRITERIA
Based on the significant documents and the outstanding examples of Secular Franciscans involved in the Church and in society that we have considered in this presentation, as well as other experiences and reflections, I propose the following criteria that can inspire and guide further commitments of Secular Franciscans on this field:

· Social involvement of Secular Franciscan should be based on a sound Franciscan spirituality and on a faithful and systemic participation in the life and mission of the Church. 

· A sound and comprehensive knowledge of reality is necessary in order to be able to evangelize and to respond with “efficient” love to the particular needs around us. 

· We are to proclaim the gospel being always mindful that the gospel is a message of cross and resurrection and this cannot be compromised. 
· Secular Franciscans are called to live out a spirituality of communion to further advance in collaboration with other Church pastoral agents out of their identity and mission. In this way they will promote a greater development of the Church and the edification of God’s kingdom within our history. 
· The social activity of the Church and that of Secular Franciscans should include diverse levels of action: 

· Emergency services and direct assistance
· Human development
· Promotion of legislation and practices in support of life in all its forms
· Transformation of the structures of sin which generate poverty, injustice and violence 
· A commitment to the integrity of creation  

· Secular Franciscans are to be trained to collaborate with other institutions whose values and practices are compatible with those of our faith to build up a more fraternal and just society
· Christian charitable activity must be independent of parties and ideologies
.

I would like to finish this presentation thanking you for your time and recalling some words from the Gospel about the mission of Jesus of Nazareth hoping they resound in our hearts and in our fraternities: 
He unrolled the scroll and found the passage where it was written: 

"The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he has anointed me to bring glad tidings to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim liberty to captives 
and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, 

and to proclaim a year acceptable to the Lord." 

 (Lc 4, 17-19)
F. Questions for reflection and sharing
1. What are some of the most significant challenges to the dignity of men and women in the area where you live?

2. What kind of presence does your fraternity have in the social arena? 
3. In the light of these reflections and your experience, how do you think the Lord is calling your fraternity to better respond to the challenges-opportunities around her? 
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