
Conference of National Spiritual Assistants OFS - Oceania 
SPIRITUAL ASSISTANCE TO THE NATIONAL FRATERNITY OF OCEANIA

(Australia, Papua New Guinea, and Singapore-Sabah)

The three branches of the First Order provide spiritual assistance to the OFS in the National Fraternity of Oceania. Regarding the OFM, the Custos in Papua New Guinea, the Custos in Singapore and the Provincial Delegate for the Region of New Zealand appoint the Spiritual Assistants in their respective entities.


In Australia, eighteen friars and ten non-friars assist thirty-seven local Fraternities. There are eight OFM Assistants, five Capuchin Assistants, and five Conventual Assistants.

The Friars Minor have appointed nine non-friars as local Assistants. One secular priest and one married deacon are members of the OFS. One is a professed Secular Franciscan. One local Assistant is a Salesian priest, another is a secular priest, three are Franciscan Sisters, and one is a Sister of Mercy. The Capuchins have appointed one Franciscan Sister.
*   *   *


In Papua New Guinea, despite the difficulties of travel and communications, interest in the OFS continues to grow. A new Fraternity has been established in West New Britain. The OFM Friars are responsible for eight local fraternities, one on the South Coast, in Port Moresby,  six on the North Coast at Aitape and inland, one on the Island of New Britain, and, from a distance, a ninth in Lae (North Coast). The Capuchins assist one fraternity at Wabag, Central Highlands. An MFIC Sister in Aitape and another in Madang also provide spiritual assistance alongside OFM Friars and Capuchins.  There are more emerging Fraternities in Madang, West New Britain, and Moresby. Some Secular Franciscan leaders have been working for the development of a Regional Fraternity. Regional meetings have been held since 2007. An Executive was elected in 2008. Regional Chapters or Assemblies have been held most years. Finding suitable leadership in all areas continues to be a struggle.

*  *   *

The OFS Regional Fraternity of Singapore-Sabah is comprised of ten established local Fraternities, four of them in Singapore and six in Sabah. There are currently five emerging local fraternities in Sabah. One FMM Sister, two FMDM Sisters, nine FSIC Sisters and one Friar Minor provide spiritual assistance at the local level.
Singapore and Sabah are working towards being constituted as two separate Regional Fraternities by the OFS National Council of Oceania. 


An OFM friar is the Regional Assistant for Singapore. An FSIC Sister is the Regional Assistant for Sabah. A Capuchin friar is the Regional Assistant for West Malaysia. The three Regional Fraternities aim to be constituted by the International Council as the National Fraternity of Malaysia-Singapore.
Conference of National Assistants OFS –Oceania

Until February 2013, the Conference comprised three National Assistants, OFM, Capuchin and Conventual. The Conventual National Assistant resigned in February 2013 and has not yet been replaced.

As a Conference, the National Assistants try to meet monthly and succeed about nine times a year. The Conference delegates its members to make pastoral visits to the regional level and settles arrangements with the National Executive for attendance at Regional Elective Chapters.

The Conference makes decisions collegially regarding spiritual assistance to the OFS above the local level. We coordinate our spiritual assistance and service to the Oceania National Fraternity and its governing bodies: the National Chapter, National Council, and National Executive.


The members of the Conference are delegated to various National Committees, e.g., for Evangelization and Promotion, for Care of Inquirers, for the Revision of Statutes. The National Statutes have been revised and await promulgation by the Minister General.
The National Executive has been given the use of the Edgecliff parish hall for meeting, and storage space under the church at 14 Albert Street, Edgecliff, for the Office of the SFO National Secretariat.

On behalf of the Conference, the National Assistants take turns in publishing a Monthly Spiritual Message.
Courses for OFM Friars in Formation

The OFM National Assistant has presented to his Province’s postulants and novices’ courses in the Franciscan Family, as outlined for postulants and novices, in the Guidelines for the Formation of the Friars for Understanding and Assisting the SFO, published by the Conference of General Assistants, in 1992. These courses have been posted on the OFM Province’s website: http://www.franciscans.org.au, to which is added  /sfo/sfo19/19.htm for Postulants, /sfo/sfo8/8.htm for Novices, and  /sfo/sfo15/postnov.htm for Junior Professed Friars. 

Courses for the formation of Secular Franciscans as Spiritual Assistants

Six Secular Franciscans and one Franciscan Sister completed a course of formation, but none has been appointed as a local Spiritual Assistant yet. Two Secular Franciscans in South Australia are following the course, “Franciscan Family Connections”, Revised Edition 2011. The National Executive requires that Secular Franciscans complete the course before being appointed by a friar major Superior.

Web sites

The web site of the National Fraternity OFS-Oceania is http://www.secularfranciscansoceania.com.au 

The web site of the OFM National Assistant is http://www.franciscans.org.au/sfo/

