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“Praised be you, My Lord, through all your creatures!”
Franciscan Readings for 

Week Commencing
28 April, 2008
6th Week Easter - A
Sunday




27 April 2008
(The Bull  of Canonisation of St Clare)

O the wonderful brilliance of Blessed Clare!  This woman grew bright in the world, dazzled in her religious life; spread as a ray of the sun in her home, shimmered as lightning in the enclosure.  O how great is the power of this light and how intense is the brilliance of its illumination!  While this light remained certainly in the hidden enclosure, it emitted rays outside.  Placed in the confined area of the monastery, yet it was spread throughout the wide world.  Hidden within, she extended herself abroad.  In fact, Clare was hidden, yet her life was visible.  Clare was silent, yet her reputation became widespread.  She was kept hidden in a cell, but was known throughout the world.  

Lord, when we feel as though we are hidden away from the world, may we realise our potential to be a shining example to all of your love in contemplation.
Monday


St Peter Chanel




28 April 2008
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St Peter Louis-Marie Chanel is perhaps a little underrated as the proto-Martyr of Oceania.  He was born in Cuet, France, in 1802 and died at Futuna in 1841 having been ordained for fourteen years.  He was a parish priest but desired to become a missionary and so joined the Society of Mary in 1831.  The island of Futuna, east of Samoa, was a place torn apart by violent wars and rivalries.  Cannibalism was a method of terror and the evil deities were used to curse and condemn.  Peter Chanel had his work cut out for him and laboured hard and serving the people.  The local chief had a high regard for Peter Chanel, a gentle and kind man, and even labelled him “taboo” – sacred and not to be harmed.  However, as the Christian message permeated the populace and became powerful, the native chiefs turned on Peter Chanel and, in the night, dragged him from his bed and beat him to death with clubs.  

(A reading from ‘The Legend of St Clare’)

There was only one loaf of bread in the monastery when both hunger and time arrived for eating.  St Clare told the refectorian to divide the loaf into fifty pieces and send enough to the friars below in the valley.  “Yes, but we would need a miracle of Christ to make fifty substantial pieces of this loaf!” said the sister to Clare.  “Do what I say, child,” answered Clare.  And when the one breaking the bread carried out her duty, the pieces swelled to become enough for everyone to eat.  
Lord, you are enough for us.  When we think that we don’t possess enough to feed the people who need us, show us your wonders and works and your Great Providence.
Tuesday


St Catherine of Siena



29 April 2008
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Probably one of the most influential women in Christian history, Catherine of Siena was born in 1347, she became a Dominican tertiary and lived an enclosed, austere life of contemplation.  She was persecuted and rejected by her own friars and sisters but remained faithful to the vocation she was given.  She implored Pope Gregory XI to leave for Avignon, reform the clergy and restore peace to Italy – she backed the Crusades which was probably not the greatest feather to her cap but these were trying times for the Italian people.  Catherine became a great advocate for peace in Italy and was a papal advisor and prolific letter-writer with about 400 extant letters still existing.  She was stigmatised and was a known mystic.  She died in 1380 from an illness associated with her stigmata after facilitating the reconciliation between Rome and Urban VI.
(A reading from ‘The Legend of St Clare’)

As a chest of so many perfumes, even though closed, reveals its contents by its fragrance, so she unknowingly began to be praised by the mouth of her neighbours and when the true recognition of her secret deeds appeared, the account of her goodness was spread about among the people. No less did Francis desire to see and speak with her, impressed by her graciousness, to win her for the Lord.  He visited her and they were the subject of gossip in the town.  But they knew the truth – and they burnt with the fire of the spirit that lasted for the centuries following their deaths.

Lord, we worry about our legacy and who will remember our names when we are gone.  Let us live fearlessly, not worrying what people say about us but sure that our intentions honour your name and are for the benefit of all.

Wednesday









30 April 2008

(A reading from the Fioretti)

St Clare became known for her wisdom and her holiness.  Many great men of the Church came to seek her advice and to spend time with her in prayer.  It was not unheard of for the Pope to come and listen to her.  It was on this occasion that the Pope was visiting the sisters.  Clare had prepared a table for him and, when the meal was to be served, the Pope asked her to give the blessing – quite a thing in those days!!  After some persuasion, Clare gave a blessing over the food and immediately crosses appeared imprinted in the loaves of bread.  All were utterly amazed at the miracle and her name was spread throughout the region as a woman of remarkable spiritual gifts.

Lord, we may never cause crosses to be burnt into bread but we have the ability to make our impression on those around us.  May every time we meet be an opportunity to leave a positive impression and one of loving support for we are all on the same journey.
Thursday









1 May 2008
(A reading from the Office of the Passion by St Francis)

Sing to the Lord, kingdoms of the earth,

sing psalms to the Lord.

Sing psalms to God who ascends above the heights of the heavens

to the rising sun.

Behold, the Lord will give his voice the voice of power;

give glory to God!

whose greatness is over Israel;

whose power is in the skies.

God is marvellous in his holy ones;

the God of Israel himself will give power and strength to his people.

Friday 


Athanasius






2 May 2008
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Born in 296, Athanasius was the biggest champion of the Catholic belief in the Incarnation throughout all history, earning himself the name “Father of Orthodoxy”.  These were dangerous times in the church with the persecutions of Maximium in 303, the witness of which Athanasius was traumatised having been a young boy.  The story goes that when the Bishop,  Alexander, was waiting for guests, he looked across to the shore and saw some boys irreverently pretending to baptise each other.  When he went down to speak with them, he discovered the boy playing the bishop was, in fact, Athanasius.  

(A reading from ‘The Tree of Life’ by St Bonaventure)

He sends us, out of his treasures, the Spirit of sevenfold grace who rested upon you in all fullness:

The spirit of WISDOM, that we may taste the life-giving flavours of life;

The spirit of UNDERSTANDING, by which the intentions of our mind are illumined;

The spirit of COUNSEL, by which we may follow in your footsteps on the right path;

The spirit of FORTITUDE, by which we may be able to weaken the violence of our enemies;

The spirit of KNOWLEDGE, by which we may be filled with the light of distinguishing between good and evil;

The spirit of PIETY, by which we may acquire a merciful heart;

the gift of FEAR, by which we may draw away from all evil and be set at peace.

Lord, you have given us life itself. Increase your grace in us to live lives that are holy, just and true.  Let us share our gifts with others and enrich their lives accordingly.

Saturday



Philip and James




3 May 2008
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As in the case of the other apostles, we see in James and Philip human men who became foundation stones of the Church, and we are reminded again that holiness and its consequent apostolate are entirely the gift of God, not a matter of human achieving. All power is God’s power, even the power of human freedom to accept his gifts. “You will be clothed with power from on high,” Jesus told Philip and the others. Their first commission had been to expel unclean spirits, heal diseases, announce the kingdom. They learned, gradually, that these externals were sacraments of an even greater miracle inside their persons—the divine power to love like God.

(A reading from the Major Legend of St Francis by St Bonaventure)

A great Doctor of Theology once asked Francis about the wisdom that inspired him.  After a long conversation, the learned man said, “The theology of this holy father is borne on the wings of purity and contemplation while our learning crawls on its belly upon the ground.”  The holy man, unlearned and simple, received his inspiration through his imitation of Christ and he carried in his activity a perfect truth through an anointing by the Holy Spirit and all carried this great teacher in their hearts.”

Lord, let us not be concerned that we are not bright enough or learned enough.  Let us speak with the life that is inspired by your holy spirit.






