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“Praised be you, My Lord, through all your creatures!”
Franciscan Readings for 

Week Commencing
3 August, 2008
18th  Week Ordinary Time – A
Sunday




3 August 2008
(A reading from The Blessing of St Clare to her sisters)
I bless you during my life and after my death, as I am able, out of all the blessings with which the Father of mercies has and does bless his sons and daughters in heaven and on earth and a spiritual father and mother have blessed and bless their spiritual sons and daughters.  Always be lovers of your souls and those of all your sisters.  And may you always be eager to observe what you have promised the Lord.  May the Lord always be with you and may you always be with him.
Lord, may your blessings rain down on us and fill us with the joy of your companionship.  Help us be that face of Jesus to others.
Monday 


John Vianney




4 August 2008
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Jean-Baptiste Marie Vianney was born in Dardily near Lyons in 1786 of farming parents.  He was poorly educated and worked as a shepherd for most of his childhood.  He was drafted and then deserted Napolean’s army, choosing to study for the priesthood.  Despite his poor education, he was ordained in 1851.  He spent most of his life as parish priest of Ars-en-Dombes and was known for his asceticism, spiritual advice.  Jean Vianney was a holy man and is now the patron saint of diocesan priests.

(A reading from the “Form of Life” of St Clare)
Shortly before his death, Francis once more wrote his last will for us that we or those, as well, who would come after us would never turn aside from the holy poverty we had embraced.  He said, “I, little Brother Francis, wish to follow the life and poverty of our most high Lord Jesus Christ and of his holy mother and to persevere in this until the end; and I ask and counsel you, my ladies, to live always in this most holy life and poverty.  And keep most careful watch that you never depart from this by reason of the teaching or advice of anyone.”
Lord, keep us bound to our commitment to a life of poverty for the sake of the kingdom.  May we be companions to the poor and lovers of your Son, Jesus Christ, poor and crucified.

Tuesday
Dominic



5 August 2008
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For some years, Dominic led an uneventful life as the prior of a group of Augustinian Canons.  Then he began to train both men and women in communities which, by their poverty, prayer and preaching, would be a witness against the heteradox Albigensians, otherwise known as the Cathars.  This new movement of Dominic’s became the foundation of the Friar Preachers.  A good organiser, his Order was soon approved by the Papacy and it grew rapidly and became a tool in the struggle for orthodoxy.   He met Francis and, although their spiritual charisms differed, they greatly respected each other.  From the beginning, the Order of Preachers was based on learning and sound teaching, which has defined the Dominicans throughout the centuries.

(A reading from "The Assisi Compilation")

Francis and Dominic greatly impressed the Lord of Ostia, later to become the Pope, with their preaching and the way they broke open the Word for the people.   As they left, Dominic asked Francis to be kind enough to give him the cord he had tied around him.   After some persuading, Francis joyfully gave his cord to Dominic who fastened it around his own tunic.  They embraced and asked for blessings on each other.  When they had parted, Dominic told the many bystanders who had gathered, "In truth I tell you, the other Religious should follow this holy man Francis, as his holiness is so perfect."

Lord, friendship is a great gift to humanity.  May we join in friendship with those who labour alongside us, just as Dominic and Francis did.  May we be bound together in love as one human family.
Wednesday



Transfiguration



6 August 2008
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The Transfiguration was the culminating point of Jesus’ public life which began with his Baptism and concluded with the Ascension.   It was a remarkable event, recounted by Matthew, Mark, Luke, St Peter and St John.  The divine light of Jesus’ Messianic nature shone through so powerfully such that “no earthly bleach could render”.  The companionship of Moses and Elias showed the world the way in which Jesus formed a bridge between the ancient law and the basilieia of God. The location of this event is somewhat disputed to have been either Thabor or Hermon but most scholars are comfortable with the fact that Mt Thabor was where Jesus was transfigured.

(A reading from "The Tree of Life” by St Bonaventure)
To strengthen the human spirit, Jesus took Peter, James and John up a high mountain by themselves.  He revealed to them the mystery of the Trinity and foretold his rejection in his passion.  He showed the glory of his future resurrection in his transfiguration.  The Law and the Prophets gave testimony to him in the apparition of Moses and Elijah.  So the soul devoted to Christ strengthened in truth and carried to the summit of virtue, can faithfully say with Peter, “Lord, it is good for us to be here,” in the serene joy of contemplating you.  When heavenly repose and ecstasy are given to the soul, it will hear the secret words which no mortal is permitted to speak.
Lord, lead us into the mystery of transfiguration that we, too, may be able to say that it is good to be with you, in the light of your glory and to share in the friendship of our tradition.
Thursday









7 August 2008
(A reading from "The Versified Legend of St Clare”')

For forty years she ran in the stadium of poverty, seeking to reach the prize of life, in the hope of which, taking a rough path, she freely submits to many trials.  When she was close to death because of the severity of her ailments, Christ resolved to defer her passing, so that the Roman Protector could solemnly conduct her funeral and add fitting honour to those rites.  Her children were afflicted with great distress and bitter sorrow and seeing Clare close to dying.  With tears, Clare entrusted the Protector to her sisters and requested that a document of the Apostolic See be approved so that the sisters would always have a title to the life of poverty originated in St Francis.  He promised and fulfilled her request.  

Lord, you give us tenacity and strength.  Be a God of surprises for us now who are surrounded by vultures and thieves.  Help us to hold on in the face of selfish agenda and may we always complete your will perfectly.

Friday



Mary MacKillop




8 August 2008
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Mary MacKillop was born in Fitzroy in 1842 and baptised by the Franciscan Bishop, Bonaventure Geoghan.  She worked as a governess to support her family from the age of 16 and it was in this line of work that she met Fr Tenison Woods.  His Penola parish was very large and the need for religious education was substantial so, like many other founders of religious congregations, Mary began to teach RE and some women came to join her – this was the beginning of the Sisters of St Joseph of the Sacred Heart.  She had permission to open a school in Adelaide from another Franciscan bishop, Bonaventure Shiel.  The Sisters’ work amongst the ex-prisoners and prostitutes in post-colonial Adelaide was met with extreme opposition leading to Mary’s temporary excommunication and suppression by Bishop Shiel.  She suffered ill-health but managed to visit her Sisters in their remote schools.   The image of Mary MacKillop in her brown habit crossing swollen streams on horseback has become almost a folk icon.  The “brown joeys” represent compassion for the least in society in the model of this remarkable Australian woman.
 (A reading from the letters of Mary MacKillop on St Joseph)

Let us imagine we see St Joseph at the close of a day's severe toil, during which he was cheered by the voice of Jesus, to which he turns to that beloved One, and with deep emotion receives Him in his arms. Observe the joy of Jesus, as, feeling Himself in the arms He loves so well, He lays His head upon his bosom. How honoured was St Joseph, how deep his love for Mary and Jesus! There was nothing that his devoted heart refused, or could refuse either of them. And there was nothing that either of them could refuse him who so faithfully guarded them.

Lord, you are our father.  Help us to be good role models to others, to approach people with care and concern, to give wise counsel and to offer our embrace in support of those who fail.

Saturday









9 August 2008
(A reading from “The Versified Life of St Clare”)
Virtue is no less than seeking and preserving what has been sought.
Patience is the linchpin of the virtues, a friend of peace.

It shines with greater nobility than all others in the hall of virtue.

It is seen to be more distinguished among the virtues, while it preserves

and accumulates the others’ riches, it seeks the rewards of praise for itself.

A noble kind of virtue may be rewarded by endurance:

to conquer while suffering. 

Nothing is more excellent than this kind of virtue.

A reward becomes more joyful in patience as the suffering becomes sweeter.







