Good Friday


MY SERVANT WILL PROSPER
We haven’t come here today to hear bad news. We are not meant to feel depressed and helpless when confronted with the sufferings and death of Jesus. We are not mourning Bad Friday. We are celebrating Good Friday. The scripture readings are full of good news, about Jesus Christ and about us who follow him.

The Passion according to John brings Jesus to our minds as the man of sorrows, despised and rejected. But we remember that the gospel accounts of Christ’s suffering and death were written by persons who were not defeated by the suffering of Jesus or left without hope in their own trials. No, the Gospel of the Passion was written by a person who, in his own suffering, experienced the strength and the presence of the risen Lord. Let us never forget, even on Good Friday, that Jesus is the Risen Lord.
The Church invites us to listen to the Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ with the same joyful hope that inspired the person who wrote about it. His experience of the Lord’s resurrection had made the meaning of the Passion clear to him.

The readings of Good Friday stress the positive meaning of Christ’s suffering, and the priceless value of his death for us.

The Prophet Isaiah (52:13-53:12) describes the Servant of God, whom Christians have always recognized as Jesus and us with him. Isaiah’s Song of the Servant of God is background accompaniment to the reading of the Passion. Then the Passion comes alive. It’s not a depressing dirge over an innocent man done to death. It’s a song of victory over the worst that could be done to him, and to us who follow him.

He arose above all his afflictions and saved many through his sufferings and death. He endured it with such patience that we can only feel ashamed of our impatience. God was there with the broken-hearted man Jesus and rescued him, but not before he experienced death. 

We too will all experience death. But death wasn’t the end for this crushed man. Jesus lives more than ever now, and he brings consolation and release to us all. Isaiah sees him in the future when he writes: “His soul’s anguish over, he shall see the light and be content” (Is 53:11).

Joyful hope and confidence in the victory already won are even stronger in the Letter to the Hebrews. It’s full of Jesus the Risen Lord. It leaves no room for discouragement that could arise from our experience of weakness in our own suffering.

Again, this is background accompaniment to the Passion, where we see Jesus crushed by suffering. But we have never known him as defeated and dead. We have always known him as alive and victorious.

He stumbled and fell painfully on his way to death. At the same time, he was secure and sure-footed in his faith in God. Now he stands in complete control, ready to help us.

The man whose agony we are told about was already with God his Father at the time the Passion was written. He was beyond the agony of his death, but he still has sympathy and compassion for us.

The Letter to the Hebrews assures us: “His power to save is utterly certain since he is living for ever to intercede” (Heb 7:25). His sufferings remind us that he understands our life and our death. He is tolerant, sympathetic, and involved with us.

Today, we do not mourn a defeated man or a dead corpse. We are consoled because our risen Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ shares our life with us. He knows human life and death because he went through it.

The Passion gospel reminds us how well he knows human suffering and dying. He is well equipped to have compassion on us.

St Paul wrote to the Romans: “We know that God co-operates with all those who love him, by turning everything to their good” (Rom 8:28), even their sufferings and death. That’s what we call “good news.”
