JOYFUL HOPE
Modern men and women live turned towards the future. We are concerned about what will happen to us and to the world. Many are anxious at the gloomy prospects. Television and newspaper coverage of current events give us little positive reassurance and not much to hope for.

What hope do we have for our life in this world in the near future and after that? Why do we hope? How would we answer someone who would ask us: “The way things are in the world today, how can you hope in a positive outcome?” 

But, in the Church today, there is a renewed interest in the end‑time promised in the Scriptures, and a strong emphasis on Christian hope.

The Book of Daniel and the Gospel According to Mark ((Dan 12:1-3, Mk 13:24-32) describe the end of the world in poetic language and encourage us to hope in our deliverance from all that could do our spirit permanent harm or cause us mortal fear.

This theme is strong in both the Old Testament and the New: looking forward joyfully to our Saviour's coming in glory.

It's a pity that Christians have stressed too much at times the aspects of fear and horror in our belief about the Lord's return at the end of time. We concentrated on the fearful symbols of earthquakes, raging seas, and stars falling out of the sky. But, even when Jesus used those symbols, he added: "When these things begin to take place, stand erect, hold your heads high, because your liberation is near at hand" (Luke 21: 28). Here is no guarantee that we will escape all bodily harm, but we are assured of spiritual deliverance.

A fine expression of balanced Christian hope is found in the prayer at Mass after the Our Father: "that we may be … safe from all distress as we await the blessed hope and the coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ, for the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and forever."

The victory of Jesus Christ over sin and death has already broken into our world since his Resurrection. His victory covers everything that affects our spirit. By freeing us from sin, he frees us from fear, resentment, and frustration as well. He frees us from the deep roots of social injustice in society and also in the Church. Our struggle against all that makes us less human, and therefore less divine, derives its strength from the saving power of Christ, and will achieve its goal in his return in glory. We have something of the victory already, yet we await his final total victory, and the full revelation of Jesus Christ in us and in our world.

Our Eucharistic Sacrifice is already a form of worship that belongs to the end‑time, as the Letter to the Hebrews explains The liberation from sin and guilt that we enjoy now in this celebration of the Eucharist urges us to long still more for "the eternal perfection of all whom he is sanctifying" (Heb 10: 15) which is yet to be completed.

The Third Eucharistic Prayer is well balanced in the way it presents our joy and hope in the Lord's return, in the resurrection of the dead, and in the gathering of God's tried and faithful people into his own possession.

The theme is introduced early in the prayer: "You never cease to gather a people to yourself." We declare that we “look forward to his second coming", but are we really ready and happy about it?

The alternative prayers for a deceased person are expressions of confidence and joyful faith in this deeply consoling belief: our resurrection from death when Christ “will raise up in the flesh those who have died and transform our lowly body after the pattern of his own glorious body”. 
It was St Paul's joyful hope in the Lord's return that sent him racing around the Mediterranean spreading the good news while he still had time and energy. But he wasn't unbalanced about it, although some of his converts were. The men of Thessalonika decided to give up work and wait for the Lord to appear. Their religious fervour soon cooled off, and they ended up just sitting around, loitering.

St Paul wrote them two letters and told them, in strong terms, to get off their backsides and prepare for the Lord's coming in a constructive way.

St Peter exhorted his fellow Christians: "always have your answer ready for people who ask you the reason for the hope that you all have" (1 Pet 3: 15).

Christian life is essentially forward‑looking, not in fear, but with joyful hope. We are assured that our Saviour is with us, he will come again, and we will share his glory.

