
Christmas, Mass of the Day, Year 2 (Is 52:7-10; Jn 1:1-18)


THE REASON FOR EVERYTHING
I received a Christmas card with the message: “Jesus is the reason for the season.” The gospel of Christmas Day carries the message that Jesus is the reason not only for the Christmas season but the reason for everything.

The ancient Greek philosophers called “the reason for everything”, the Word. The ancient Hebrew sages called “the reason for everything”, Wisdom. The Old Testament has some books written in Greek, others written in Hebrew or Aramaic. Consequently, the Old Testament developed both themes: the Word of God and the Wisdom of God, which existed in God before time began. In fact, the Word and Wisdom of God is the eternal mind of God.

So, we read in Isaiah (55:10-11) and in the books of Proverbs (8:22-36), Sirach (24:3-32), and Wisdom (9:9-12): Everything was created through the Wisdom of God. Wisdom was sent into the world to reveal the mysteries of God’s will and will return to God after completing this mission. These books provide several first readings in the Christmas season.

St John opens his gospel with this same message: “In the beginning was the Word .... Through him all things came to be .... Not one thing had its being but through him .... All that came to be had life in him ...”.

But St John and all the New Testament adds something completely new: “... the Word was God ... The Word was made flesh, he lived among us....” Jesus, the son of Mary, the Word and the Wisdom of God, is God himself, together with the Father and the Holy Spirit in the Trinity of one God.

Today’s gospel sketches the eternal background of what happened in the birth, ministry, and death of Jesus of Nazareth. Everything about him revealed the Word and the Wisdom of God made man. God revealed himself to us human beings as fully as possible in the life of Jesus.

Christmas is the revelation of God among us. But God’s making himself known did not begin with the birth of Jesus. It began when God spoke the word that created everything. God made the universe to reveal himself to us in love. God revealed himself to us from the beginning and throughout our long history. He continues to make himself known with love that is beyond our understanding.

Every time that we read the gospel, we are in the company of the Word and the Wisdom of God. We are in touch with a man who is God among us. In Jesus, we observe the choices, the values, and the behaviour of God in the situations of our human life.

The Word of God chose to come into our darkness, and he gave us understanding. He chose to experience human needs and he gave us abundant life. He chose to know suffering and he gave us joy. He chose to die, and he gave us resurrection.

The Wisdom of God appreciated, above all, the poor in spirit, the gentle, those who mourn, those who hunger for what is right, the merciful, the pure in heart, the peacemakers, and those who are persecuted in the cause of right (Matt 5:1-10).

Jesus, the man who is God, still dwells among us in the poor, in the hope of the unemployed, in the courage of the oppressed, and in our presence to one another.

Let us take time in the Christmas season to reconsider our own choices, values, and behaviour in relation to those of Jesus who is not only the reason for Christmas, but the reason for everything.

As we pray before the crib this Christmas, may we find in his poverty true riches; in his littleness, true greatness; and in his infant heart, love towards all.

I wish you all a most enjoyable and peaceful Christmas.

