“EVANGELIZED TO EVANGELIZE” (Part One)
On April 18th, 2009, Pope Benedict XVI addressed the Franciscan Family during the Chapter of Mats, saying:  

"Dear friends, the last word I wish to leave with you is the same word that the Risen Jesus consigned to his disciples: "Go!" (Cf. Mt 28:19; Mk 16:15) …and continue to "repair the house" of the Lord Jesus Christ, his Church. … Like Francis, always begin with yourselves.”

As a living stone of the Church, the Secular Franciscan Order is involved in this mission.  The XIII General Chapter taking place in Brazil, close to the Church of Our Lady of Aparecida, will deal with the subject, “Evangelized to Evangelize”.  In order to have a fruitful event, we invite every Local, Regional and National Fraternity to assume and enrich the reflection previous to the Chapter.

THE NEW EVANGELIZATION

· The "new evangelization" is the courage to forge new paths in responding to the changing circumstances and conditions facing the Church in her call to proclaim and live the Gospel today.
· The "new evangelization" is primarily a spiritual activity capable of recapturing in our times the courage and forcefulness of the first Christians and the first missionaries. 

· A "new evangelization" also means to have the boldness to raise the question of God in the context of these problems, thereby fulfilling the specific character of the Church's mission and showing how the Christian perspective enlightens, in an unprecedented way, the great problems of history. 

· The "new evangelization" calls us to engage in dialogue with this world, not remaining confined to our communities and our institutions, but accepting the challenge to take part in these realities so as to speak and bear witness in these sectors, from the inside. This is the form of Christian martyrion in today's world, engaging in dialogue even with the recent forms of militant atheism or extreme secularism, whose purpose is to eliminate the subject of God from human life.

·  A "new evangelization" means that the Church must convincingly sustain her efforts at uniting all Christians in a common witness to the world of the prophetic and transforming power of the gospel message. Justice, peace, living with others and the stewardship of creation have characterized ecumenism over the decades.

· The "new evangelization" is an invitation to Christian communities to place greater trust in the Spirit who guides them in the course of history. In this way, they can overcome the temptation of fear.

· "New evangelization" means, then, to work in our local Churches to devise a plan for evaluating the previously mentioned phenomena in such a manner as to transmit the Gospel of hope in a practical way.

· "New Evangelization" means personal renewal of Paul’s burning sentiment proclaiming: “How terrible it would be for me if I would not preach the Gospel!” (1Cor 9:16).
THE INDISPENSABLE BASES FOR THE NEW EVANGELIZATION

“Those who have come into genuine contact with Christ cannot keep him for themselves, they must proclaim him. It is not therefore a matter of inventing a "new program". 
The program already exists it is the plan found in the Gospel and in the living Tradition, it is the same as ever. Ultimately, it has its centre in Christ himself, who is to be known, loved and imitated, so that in him we may live the life of the Trinity, and with him transform history until its fulfilment in the heavenly Jerusalem. 
This is a program which does not change with shifts of times and cultures, even though it takes account of time and culture for the sake of true dialogue and effective communication.”
These priorities underline that to which the Spirit is calling us through our profession to live the Gospel within the SFO and according to its Rule. It is a question of committing ourselves resolutely. 

Holiness

The new evangelization must have as its principle objective to give new life to the ideal of holiness for the faithful, this high standard of ordinary Christian living. A holiness which is manifested by witnessing to our own Faith, to charity without limits, to love lived and put into practice in our everyday activities (Cf. Rule 2).

Prayer

“Our Christian communities must become genuine ‘schools’ of prayer, where the meeting with Christ is expressed not just in imploring help but also in thanksgiving, praise, adoration, contemplation, listening and ardent devotion, until the heart truly ‘falls in love’. Intense prayer, yes, but it does not distract us from our commitment to history: by opening our heart to the love of God it also opens us to the love of our brothers and sisters, and makes us capable of shaping history according to God's plan.” “If the preacher does not pray, he will end up ‘preaching himself’ (cf. 2Cor 4:5) and his words will be reduced to ‘godless chatter’”
 (Cf. Rule 8).

The Sunday Eucharist

“The truth of Christ's Resurrection is the original fact upon which Christian faith is based. We do not know what the new millennium has in store for us, but we are certain that it is safe in the hands of Christ; by celebrating his Passover every Sunday, the Church will continue to show to every generation ‘the true fulcrum of history, to which the mystery of the world's origin and its final destiny leads’…. What the world needs is God's love; it needs to encounter Christ and to believe in him. For this reason, the Eucharist is the source and summit of Church’s mission"
 (Rule 8).

The Sacrament of Reconciliation

“My God, have pity on the sinner that I am!” (Lk 18:13).  Facing the crisis of "the sense of sin", we are calling for a rediscovery of the grace of the Sacrament of Reconciliation. The Lord's gifts come from the One who well knows the human heart (Cf. Rule 7).

Listening to the Word

“In this dialogue with God, we understand ourselves and we find answers to the deepest questions hidden in our hearts. God only responds to the thirst which is in the heart of every man!” “The root of sin is in the absence of listening to the Word of God”
 (Rule 4).

Proclaiming the Word

“Our responsibility is not limited to suggesting shared values to the world; rather, we need to arrive at an explicit proclamation of the Word of God. Only in this way will we be faithful to Christ’s mandate: there is no true evangelization unless the name, the teaching, the life, the promises, the Kingdom and the mystery of Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of God, are proclaimed”
. 

“Jesus has commanded us to transmit this revelation to others with his own authority. Every Christian has to pray about the following thought: men can gain salvation also in other ways, by God's mercy, even though we do not preach the Gospel to them; but as for us, can we gain salvation if through negligence or fear or shame - what St. Paul called ‘blushing for the Gospel’ - or as a result of false ideas we fail to preach it? ”
 “The fact that the proclamation of the word of God calls for the testimony of one’s life is a datum clearly present in the Christian consciousness from the beginning, even in situations of persecution. None of this should cause us fear. Jesus himself said to his disciples: “A servant is not greater than his master. If they persecuted me, they will persecute you” (Jn15:20)”
 (Cf. Rule 6).
Life in Fraternities

Before making practical plans, we need to promote a spirituality of communion. This indicates above all the heart's contemplation of the mystery of the Trinity dwelling in us, and whose light we must also be able to see shining on the face of the brothers and sisters around us. […] Let us have no illusions: unless we follow this spiritual path, external structures of communion will serve very little purpose. They would become mechanisms without a soul, "masks" of communion rather than its means of expression and growth (Cf. Rule 5 and 8).
The mission

Beginning with intra-ecclesial communion, charity of its nature opens out into mission, a service that is universal. If we have truly started out anew from the contemplation of Christ, we must learn to see him especially in the faces of those with whom he himself wished to be identified: the poor. […] Without this form of evangelization through charity and without the witness of Christian poverty, the proclamation of the Gospel, which is itself the prime form of charity, risks being misunderstood (Cf. Rule 6-19).
In the footsteps of Mary

“Our apostolic and pastoral action will never be efficient if we do not learn from Mary to allow ourselves to be modeled by the work of God within us”.
 In the new evangelization, as at the first Pentecost, Mary has her place”
 (Cf. Rule 9).
The primacy of grace

“There is a temptation which perennially besets every spiritual journey and pastoral work: that of thinking that the results depend on our ability to act and to plan. It is fatal to forget that "without Christ we can do nothing" (Cf. Jn 15:5; Rule 4).
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