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BECOME WHO YOU ARE

In the last three days, Jesus Christ has challenged us. He says, “Become the person whom God wants you to be. Become, in practice, who you are ideally. Become who you are.”


But if Jesus presents us with a challenge, he doesn’t leave us to take up his challenge unaided. He helps us in various ways to put his ideal into practice.


Who am I? I am a Christian. Who is a Christian? One who loves Jesus Christ. But it’s easy to say, “I love him”. It’s easy to get emotional, to sing him love songs, to walk around with our heads in the clouds.


But Jesus tells us how to measure love: “I give you a new commandment: love one another” (Jn 13:34). “If you love me you will keep my commandments” (Jn 14:15). “If you keep my commandments you will remain in my love” (Jn 15:10).


This was the challenge that Jesus presented to us on Holy Thursday: “Become the person whom I want you to be: one who loves me in my own person and in the persons of my brothers and sisters.” “In so far as you did this to one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did it to me” (Mt 25:40). Jesus helps us to love him and others by giving us the Eucharist. He tells us, “Take it and eat; this is my body” (Mt 26:26).


A Christian is a follower of Christ. Emotional sentiments vanish before his realistic challenge to follow him. Jesus says, “If anyone wants to be a follower of mine, let him renounce himself and take up his cross every day and follow me” (Lk 9:23).


This was the challenge that Jesus presented to us on Good Friday: “Become who you are called to be: one who follows me day after day. Even if you fall like me, continue to follow me with unfailing hope. God my Father will help you to reach your goal together with me.” Jesus helps us through the sacrament of Reconciliation: “My friend, your sins are forgiven” (Lk 5:20). “In the world you will have trouble but be brave: I have conquered the world” (Jn 16:33).


So, to become true Christians in daily life, we need to love and follow Jesus Christ. But that’s not all. Jesus challenges us to become who we are ideally: another Christ.


This was the challenge that the Lord presented to us in the Easter Vigil. To become another Christ, he helps us with the grace of Baptism. This is given to us not only at the moment when we are baptized but in every moment of our lives: to enable us to die to our selfishness. During the Vigil, we renew our baptismal promises to die to sin and to live for God in Jesus Christ.


Who is a Christian? One who commits himself or herself to die with Jesus Christ to rise with him to a new life. Become who you are: one who has died with Christ and has risen with him to a new life with God.


Today, St Paul tells us, “You have died, and now the life you have is hidden with Christ in God ... Since you have been brought back to life with Christ, you must look for the things that are in heaven” (Col 3:1-4). This is the challenge of Easter Sunday, to be strengthened in living our life with Jesus Christ. This is the grace of the sacrament of Confirmation.


So, the task of becoming who God wills us to be is a life-long labour. Both the ideal and the practice correspond to the reality of our present situation. Ideally, we are already another Christ, but in practice we are far from living like Jesus Christ. That germ of Christ-life that we receive in baptism must grow and develop in practical everyday life.


This morning, let us thank God for the sacraments of the Eucharist, Reconciliation, Baptism and Confirmation. These give us the strength to love Jesus Christ, to follow him, to die and rise with him to a new life, and to be strengthened in our life with Christ. 


Let us rejoice because we have already risen with Jesus, although not yet definitively.
