 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
Fifth Sunday of Easter, Year 1 (Jn 14:1-12)


WAY, TRUTH, AND LIFE

Jesus, in John’s gospel, tells us not to let our hearts be troubled, but to trust in God still and to trust in Jesus, particularly in our most desperate situations. Jesus promises to return and to take us with him.


Jesus proclaims to Thomas, "I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life" (Jn 14:6). In those three words, he made an astounding claim. It was not lost on his Jewish audience.


The Jews talked much about the way in which we must walk. The Psalmist prayed, "Teach me your way, O Lord" (Ps 27:11). Jesus stated, "I am the Way."


Suppose we are in a strange town, and we must ask for directions. Someone stands there pointing out so many streets to the left, then so many to the right, and to the left again. When he leaves us alone in the street, we're afraid we are going to get lost.  But someone else has heard all these complicated directions and offers to take us there in person. He says, "Come with me, I'll take you there."  This person is the way. We can’t go wrong provided we follow him closely.


Jesus is the Way because we have access to God the Father through him, with him and in him. But Jesus is not just the Son of God who gives us infallible directions for reaching God our Father. He leads us to the Father. He makes the Father known to us.


Jesus doesn't relate to us from a distance. He became a man as we are. He has been through it all. He knows our human experience at first hand, even to the extent of weeping at the death of his close friend, Lazarus. He takes us by the arm and leads us personally. He is willing to guide us all the way. He is the Way.


The Psalmist also prayed, "Teach me your way, O Lord, that I may walk in your truth" (Ps 86:11). Jesus said, "I am the Truth."

 
Many people have claimed that they tell the truth, but no one ever expressed the truth completely, in his or her own flesh and blood, except Jesus Christ. One thing about moral truth that makes it true is the character of the person who makes the statement that he claims to be true. A loveless person who teaches the prime importance of love is bound to be unconvincing.


Jesus embodied worship of God “in spirit and in truth”, which alone pleases the Father, and he taught the truth.


Moral truth cannot be conveyed solely in words. It must be conveyed by example. That's where we teachers and preachers limp. I must be and do what I preach, but no one has completely embodied the truth he taught except Jesus. Many can say, "What I have taught you is true", but they have taught the truth only to the extent that they have lived it. Only Jesus could say, "I am the Truth, and I teach the truth by being who I am." He expressed moral perfection in words that no one has matched. But what is far more important, he realised moral perfection in his own human life. He rang true.


Long before Jesus lived, the Psalmist wrote, "You have shown me the path of life." (Ps 16:11)  Jesus said, "I am the Life."


We are all looking for life, more life, a better life. We don't search for knowledge, power, or wealth for its own sake. We search for what will make our life worth living.


We’ll never know the value of life until we see it through the eyes of Jesus. Jesus did not live an easy life. He was not spared anything. He lived an ordinary human life, but he brought an extraordinary love to it. His way of life is true, real living.


The way that Jesus lived as a man is the way to reach God our Father. The truth that Jesus believed and taught and expressed in his own person is the ultimate truth about everything. The life that Jesus willingly experienced on earth is the best model of a human life lived for God.  Eternal life is to know the Father, present and made visible in Jesus, the Son.


Are we following some other way, or truth or life, of our own choosing? Are we prepared to trust him, let him have his way, let ourselves be convinced of his truth, die to our self-will, and share his life?


Let us pray that Jesus, our brother and our risen Lord, may inspire us to devote ourselves humbly to our family members, our neighbours and our workmates, while Jesus returns us safely, together with all our loved ones, living and deceased, to God our Father.

