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March 2: St Agnes of Prague (Mt 25:1-13)


SENSIBLE VIGILANCE

Agnes, daughter of the king of Bohemia, was born in 1205. After several mishaps with marriage engagements, Agnes was left free to devote herself to charitable works.


The Friars Minor arrived in Prague in 1225 and spoke to Agnes about Clare and the Poor Ladies of San Damiano. In 1234, Agnes with seven other noble ladies and five Poor Ladies from Italy entered the monastery that Agnes had built for them.


The key to reading this parable is in the last line (Mt 25:13): “Stay awake, because you do not know either the day or the hour.”


For Matthew’s Christian community, and for ours, this parable is an allegory of the marriage of Jesus Christ and his Church.


The Church has its complement of both sensible and foolish members. We all set out to meet the Lord but the sensible remain faithfully alert while the foolish are unfaithfully slack.


Jesus describes eternal blessedness as a marriage feast where Christ is the groom. The parable focuses on the rash guests who find the doors closed because they haven’t arrived in time through their own fault.


The retort that Jesus aims at these people is one of the most terrible sentences of the Bible: “I don’t know you” (Mt 25:12). Their rejection is the result of their lack of vigilant faith.


It amounts to a total separation when we realize that “to know” in the Bible implies a strong affective element. He has no love for them.


In the terms of the parable, let us be attentive to our privileged invitation to the marriage feast of Jesus Christ and his Church, and wait in eager expectation to meet him in every way that he makes himself present to us.

