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ST CLARE, PATRON OF TELEVISION



On 14 February 1958, Pope Pius XII declared St Clare of Assisi Patron of Television in the Apostolic Brief, Clarius explendescit. 


The Pope wrote: “Now, St Clare has been requested as Patron (of Television). According to tradition, on a Christmas night in Assisi, while she lay ill in bed in her convent, she heard, as though she were present, the hymns that, during the sacred ceremonies, were being sung in the Franciscan church and saw the crib set up there.”


The Pope referred particularly to the testimony of Sisters Filippa, Balbina and Amata, given under oath, in the Acts of the Process of Canonization of St Clare. All three gave the same testimony, but only Sr Amata mentioned the crib. The Pope relied also on the Legend of St Clare, 29, which repeats the testimony of the three Sisters. Clare in her sick bed at San Damiano heard and saw what was happening at that moment in the Mass of Christmas in St Francis Basilica over a mile away. 


The Fioretti of St Francis, Chapter 35, does not follow the testimony of the three Sisters, but has St Clare transported to the church to participate in the ceremonies rather than seeing them from her distant dormitory, and even receiving Holy Communion there. The Pope avoided this pious fantasy.


Some modern writers, too much influenced by modern TV, have St Clare viewing the proceedings projected onto her dormitory wall. At least, they haven’t added a remote control and potato chips. Others have St Clare declared as Patron of Radio as well as Television, but this was not so.


A Patron Saint is always a patron of persons, not of things. St Clare is the Patron, not of TV sets, but of all those who work in the media of radio and television and of those who listen to radio and watch television.


Various church documents, such as Communio et Progressio in 1971 and Ethics in Communication in 2000, have outlined the responsibilities of communicators and recipients.


Communicators are to come to understand their vocation and mission. They are conscience-bound to make themselves competent in the art of social communication. They should comply with the requirements of sincerity, honesty, and truthfulness.


Recipients are to learn how to interpret the messages of the media accurately in order to benefit from them and to contribute to life in society. They are to exercise responsible choice in the use of the media. Reflection, discussion, and dialogue should replace passive, unthinking listening and viewing.


Pius XII concluded his Apostolic Brief: “And so, may Clare preside over this art, she who is refulgent for her integrity and a source of light in such dense darkness, so that, through this translucent medium, also truth and virtue may be manifested, on which civil order must necessarily be founded.”

