 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Corpus Christi, Year 3 (Lk 9:11b-17)


COOPERATE IN PROVIDING

Jesus shows himself to be the new Moses, the great lawgiver and teacher, who had fed the Israelites in the desert. Jesus “talked to them about the kingdom of God” (Lk 9:11), and provided them with food in a lonely, out-of-the-way place.


 Five thousand men are made to sit in groups of fifties. In the Book of Exodus (Ex 18:24-25), “Moses chose capable men from the ranks of the Israelites and set them over the people: leaders of thousands, hundreds, fifties, tens. They were at the service of the people.” Like Moses again, Jesus had his disciples help him serve the people and organize the distribution of food.


So, the gospel makes it obvious, especially to Jewish converts, that Jesus is the new Moses, and the Christian community is the new Israel, fed on the Word of God and on bread and fish. The bread is the new manna and refers to the Eucharist. The fish became the Christian symbol of Jesus Christ, Son of God, and Saviour. The first letters of those five words in Greek spell out “Ichthus”, the Greek word for fish.


The disciples, especially the Apostles, are called by Jesus not only to be witnesses to what he did in his public life and up to the Resurrection. They are also to be his collaborators in the work of satisfying the hunger of the crowd. Before he works any miracle here, he challenges his disciples, “Give them something to eat yourselves” (Lk 9:13) and he works only on what little they collected and brought to him.


Jesus continues to be the living bread for the life of the world, but it is up to us to involve ourselves in his work of providing people’s needs, material as well as spiritual. The good news about Jesus our Saviour cannot be heard until struggling people have been helped to live a more dignified human life and the poor have been freed from destitution.


Our Eucharist is not completed by our receiving Holy Communion. Jesus sends us out to give to others what they need, not only spiritual nourishment but also food, clothing, and shelter for the body. Our Eucharist is completed by our communion with the needy.

