 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
January 1: New Year (no text)


NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTION
      Christians have been turning the other cheek for years while our courts assail our defence of life and strip us of our religious liberties. Our parents and grandparents taught us to pray before meals. Now a handful of people and their lawyers are telling Christians that we have to stop praying in any public way.


Mind you, we haven’t been conspicuously praying in public, not even with a grace before meals and a sign of the cross in a restaurant. Rather than actively expressing our Christian faith in public, we’ve been shy, even cowardly. Secular society hasn’t met much resistance in us. Perhaps, we’ve settled nicely into secularism and we keep our heads down. 

      Most people in Australia are nominally Christians and favour toleration. We don't believe in Santa Claus, but we’re not going to sue somebody for singing, “Santa Claus is Coming”.  We don't believe in the infallibility of Charles Darwin, but we don’t hire a lawyer when a university lecturer teaches evolution. 

      No one’s life, liberty or pursuit of happiness will be endangered because Christians say a prayer before a meal in a restaurant, or before a football game, or before class in a Catholic school, or before a session of Parliament. 

      So, what's the problem?  It's not as though somebody is up there expounding the gospel.  We're just asking our God to bless the occasion and the people present.

      "But it's a Christian prayer," some will argue. Yes, and this is Australia. Check the census records. According to our phone books, Christian churches far outnumber all others, hundreds to one. Attendance at Christian churches on a Sunday is still greater than attendance at a grand final football match.

      If we went to a football game in Jerusalem, we could expect to hear a Jewish prayer. 

      If we went to a soccer match in Baghdad, we could expect to hear a Muslim prayer. 

      If we went to a ping pong tournament in Taiwan, we could expect to see someone praying before a Buddha. I wouldn't be offended, would you?. It’s great to see that people have faith in a supreme being, or at least in someone greater than themselves.

     "But what about the atheists?" is another argument. 

      Nobody is asking them to be baptized. We're not going to pass the collection plate.  Just bear with us while we say a prayer in a predominantly Christian country. If that's asking too much, call your lawyer. 

      Unfortunately, one or two will call their lawyer. One or two will tell thousands what they must and must not do. A few decide what’s politically correct. A short prayer in public is not going to shake the world's foundations. It’s more likely to help settle those shaky foundations.

      The silent Christian majority has been silent for too long.  It's time we stand up to the few who protest against our Christian faith and culture and practices, determine court rulings, and manipulate the media against us. Few of the protesters are believing and practising Jews, Muslims, or Buddhists.  They are more likely to be rabid secularists who are determined to abolish Christianity from public life. It’s time for the majority of people in Australia to resist their insidious attacks on our faith and our culture.

      It's time for us to tell them, we don’t demand that you have to pray, that you have to believe in God and attend religious services. That’s your choice, and we honour your freedom. We can live with that.


But we expect others to honour our choice and to respect our religious freedom. God bless us one and all, especially those who denounce God. God bless Australia, despite our shortcomings. 


May 2020 be the year when the silent Christian majority is heard, and we restore God as the foundation of our families and institutions. Let’s make that our New Year’s resolution, to make God the foundation of our private life and of our public life.

