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SIGNS OF NEW TIMES

Matthew, Mark, and Luke (8:40-56) all record this double miracle of healing a woman with a haemorrhage and raising a girl to life. Matthew omits a lot of the detail that the two other evangelists record. Matthew is building up to the reply that Jesus gives to those men sent by John the Baptist to ask him, “Are you the one who is to come?” He replies, “the lame walk, lepers are cleansed ... the dead are raised to life” (Mt 11:3-5).


Incidentally, in Matthew’s gospel, Jesus reveals his own insight into death, which he considers to be only sleep from which he will awaken us by the power of God.


His miracles of healing and his bringing the gospel to the poor are signs of the new times, a sign of his coming as the Messiah-Saviour, a sign that the kingdom of God is being built up in the world.


The cure of an illness, especially if it is serious and prolonged, heralds a new world order. The whole world is seen in a new light. The domination of sickness and death is broken.


But today, where are these signs? We run the risk of not recognising them, and so not seeing the kingdom of God at work in the world. We can find these signs in the healing of body, mind and spirit, in the transformation of a person’s life, in the passage from unbelief to faith, or from a childish faith to a more mature and responsible faith, but especially in the life and death of martyrs.


There are cures that often cannot be checked, but they are effective. We are all called to effect them, because in the Church every believer can answer to the word of God: “Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers” (Mt 10:8).


In recent times, charismatic Christians have exercised the ministry of healing in their own way. However, every baptized person is called to share in this ministry. Every one of us receives the Holy Spirit to carry him into the whole world.


Our response is probably unsensational. As one of the Boxer martyrs, Bishop Francis Fogolla, answered his judge, “We have harmed no one. In fact, we have tried to help everyone.” Very likely, our healing ministry is no more sensational than that.

Cal Schafer OFM

National Assistant SFO - Oceania

