 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1May 20: St Bernardine of Siena (Acts 4:8-12)


HOLY NAME

The first reading has been specially chosen for the feast day of St Bernardine of Siena, who is renowned for his fervent preaching of the Holy Name of Jesus and for spreading that devotion throughout Italy. 


The monogram that St Bernardine designed as a visual aid to his preaching has been reproduced throughout the world. It is the first three letters of the name of Jesus in Greek: ΙΗΣ, for ΙΗΣΟΥΣ (IESOUS). The monogram is often read as an anagram in Latin: IHS: Iesus Hominum Salvator, Jesus the Saviour of Men.


The first reading of the Mass, from the fourth chapter of the Acts of the Apostles, refers to the incident of Peter’s cure of a lame man, recounted in the third chapter (3:1-10). There, Peter said, “I have neither silver nor gold, but I will give you what I have: in the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, walk!” (Acts 3:6).


Arrested and imprisoned because of his preaching, Peter declared before the Sanhedrin, “It was by the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, the one you crucified, whom God raised from the dead, by this name and by no other that this man is able to stand up perfectly healthy, here in your presence today” (Acts 4:10).


St Bernardine likewise preached the name of Jesus, to great effect. The second reading of his Divine Office quotes one of his sermons “On the glorious Name of Jesus Christ”: “So this name must be proclaimed, that it may shine out and never be suppressed. But it must not be preached by someone with sullied mind or unclean lips but stored up and poured out from a chosen vessel”.


A remarkable instance of the healing power of the name of Jesus was recorded in L’Appel de Notre Dame, No. 167, Paris, 1997.


A Muslim from Saudi Arabia was condemned to death because he had converted to Christianity. The death sentence is carried out in the Public Square, right after Friday Prayer. When he was to be decapitated before a large crowd, he was asked what his last wish would be. He said that he would like to address the crowd. So, he was given two minutes to do so. 


He looked around, and noticed some handicapped persons there, so he said in a loud voice: “In the Name of Jesus, be healed!” Forty persons were instantly healed. Fear of God suddenly seized the executioner as well as all those gathered there. The condemned man’s life was saved.


Is it a pious story or is it true? I haven’t found it reported in the press elsewhere nor on the Internet. However, a Google search of “Be Healed in Jesus Name” reveals some interesting items.

