 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1January 1: Mary, Mother of God (Lk 2:16-21)

DAY OF PEACE

The blessing from the Book of Numbers is extremely challenging: “May God uncover his face to you and bring you peace” (Num 6:22-27).


My viewing of the evening news on TV convinces me that peace is a rare state of affairs. Rather, chaos, strife, confusion, and disorder are never far distant from human affairs and perhaps even from our own personal lives.


There is no peace without the presence of the God of peace. Only the Spirit of God can establish tranquil order which is peace. But God must uncover his face to us to bring us peace. Facing up to the presence of God may prove to be a heavy price to pay.


God warned Moses on Mount Sinai, “You cannot see my face for no one can see me and live”(Ex 33:20). So if God uncovers his face to us, we will also look death in the face: death to some of our own pet ideas; to our infatuations and aversions; to some of our ambitions, even our spiritual ones; to some of our plans, even our best ones. Death to those pious fabrications that we set up as a screen to prevent his uncovering his face to us, such as all prayers aimed at getting God to do our will, not God’s.


To hide one’s face is to refuse to communicate. It is to exclude another from one’s confidence and compassion. To the extent that we hide our face from one another, the Lord hides his face from us. He uncovers his face to us to the extent that we accept one another as we are. How hard it is to do, especially if we think that the other person initiated our poor relationship.


 “May he uncover his face to you and bring you peace” may be inviting patient acceptance of someone whom we find painful. As soon as this upheaval has taken place, we will find peace.


Before that merciful blow, we are like someone who walks against the stream of traffic: everyone hurts us, hits us, knocks us, pushes us, and pulls us in the opposite direction. Everything vexes us, even makes us sick. Yet probably no one holds a grudge against us. We have only to face about, turn in the direction of the procession that leads us to God, and everything that used to hurt us will now surround, carry, and lift us up.


That facing about, turning into the direction of limited people and of demanding situations, is our obedience, the consecration of our life to God’s will. Pope John XXIII said about himself, “My own personal serenity derives from this: the obedience in which I have always lived.” He aimed always to do God’s will.


We read in today’s gospel, “Everyone who heard it was astonished at what the shepherds had to say. As for Mary, she treasured all these things and pondered them in her heart” (Lk 2:19). This was her way of facing about and turning into the direction of God’s will. Her divine motherhood consisted above all in this: hearing the word of God and keeping it; pondering events until she could discern God’s will in them, then obeying.


If we will also listen and obey, we will find in God’s will a peace of mind and heart that nothing can destroy, a peace that will fear nothing and will find in everyone and in everything a reason for thanks.


Above all, we will thank God that he has sent us his Son, born of Mary, born a subject of the laws and the confusion that we are subjected to, to save us and enable us to become children of God.


Thank God he has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, even though he is challenging, often frightening, and spells death to our self-centredness. His Spirit invites us to be open to one another and to God’s will and bestows peace that nothing can destroy.


“May God uncover his face to you and bring you peace.”

