 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1September 14: Triumph of the Cross (Phil 2:6-11)


HUMBLED AND EXALTED

In the second reading, from the Letter to the Philippians, St Paul quotes a hymn popular at the time, describing the kind of person Jesus was. He was, and still is, both divine and human. God and man are united in his person.


The hymn describes the various stages of Christ’s existence. First, there was the eternal existence of the Word of God. Then the Word became human at the birth of Jesus. In his life, Jesus set aside his divine privileges, such as knowing everything as God does, and being all-powerful. In his death, he gave up even the privilege of human life.


His death was the lowest level of his existence, and it reveals how greatly he loved, since he deprived himself of so much - everything - for the sake of his fellows, and to fulfil God’s plans for us.


Selfless love and faithfulness sum up the life of Jesus among us. He was there for others. His great mind saw beyond a present insult; he would always pity rather than resent, forgive rather than condemn, persevere rather than despair, see cause for sympathy rather than for abuse, for love rather than for hate.


Precisely these attitudes of mind led to his death. He went out to people who did not have these attitudes. He came to us as a man, to show us God in our midst.


Jesus stirred up hatred no less than love. Some could not stand his honesty, openness, and simplicity. Others, like St Paul, were attracted by him and responded with their own love and faithfulness to Jesus.


Christ gave the finest example of humble, selfless love working itself out in the life of a man, and in doing that he revealed the quality of divine love. Without losing his divinity, he surrendered his divine glory and became poor for the sake of his fellows. By nature, he was God and man, but in his human life he never had himself publicly treated as anyone other than a simple man.


Mighty people want to be seen to be like God. Jesus, the faithful man, showed us what God is really like: God is self-effacing love. God among us led a life of responsibility and humble service, in the normal ways of submission required of any man: obedient to parents, to public authorities, to the Word of God, to the demands of daily living, having to accept the things he couldn’t change, and courageous in changing the things that he could.


He was as all of us are, but sinless and much humbler, even accepting the death that came to him. A man like this had to pay a price for his integrity: he was nailed to a cross, in shame.


Our response to this God of love who became a love-torn man is to shoulder our own responsibilities, and to accept the consequences of our love and faithfulness. We are to force ourselves on no one but give Christ-like service to any who will have it, whether they look as though they deserve it or not. Let no one exhaust our tolerance, no matter whether they like or dislike us. We are to keep up a selfless service of those whom we live and work with, whether the people and the work are satisfying.

Jesus Christ’s existence did not finish on the cross. After that, God’s love and faithfulness to Jesus were most powerfully shown. He was raised to a new life as both man and God, recognised by the whole of creation, and adored as the Lord of all.


His divine nature was revealed in that divine name, “Lord”, and in the divine honour of knees bent in adoration. But the glorified person is still the crucified man. He does not throw off his human nature. He is still named “Jesus”. The humble man Jesus is almighty God: “Jesus Christ is Lord.”


Our response as brothers and sisters of Jesus to God’s faithfulness in exalting him is to accept God’s personal invitation to each of us, to carry out his will. We know no less and no more than Jesus knew about what the future held in store for him if he remained faithful to God’s will.


Our lives and destinies are inseparable from the life and destiny of Jesus. If we pay close attention to his life and where it led him, we will recognize some of the unattractive aspects of the pattern of our own lives: through needs, loneliness, misunderstanding, bitter opposition, to death, but then through death to victory unlimited and divine honour bestowed on us.


Our response is to keep on spending ourselves on God and our fellows, and to trust God who wants only what is best for us.

