 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1June 13: St Anthony of Padua


DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH

St Anthony's extraordinary fame is based on his sanctity. He lived a life of faith, hope, and love of God to a heroic degree. In addition, popular devotion has bestowed many titles on him: "Hammer of Heretics", "Wonder Worker", “Heavenly Postman”, “Finder of Lost Things”. But his greatest title is, "Doctor of the Universal Church."


Perhaps as early as 1219, the Franciscans opened a house of studies in the university city of Bologna. Not long afterwards, the friars asked Brother Anthony to take up the task of teaching the young brothers their theology.


But, according to an early Chronicle, Anthony "did not presume to teach, no matter how urgent was the request of the friars, without first getting permission from Blessed Francis." 


St Francis recognised the value of Anthony's life and learning. He wrote him a letter and charged him with the duty of teaching the friars.


In June 1946, St Anthony was declared a Doctor of the Church. He was recognised as one of the greatest teachers that the Church has ever known. Pope Pius XII on that occasion wrote: "Rejoice, happy Portugal! Happy Padua, be glad! For glorious is the man you have borne to earth and heaven - a man not unlike a shining star. For he gleams not only in the sanctity of his life and the celebrity of his miracles, but also in the outpouring of a heavenly doctrine that has lit up the world and still floods it with its brilliant light."


How strange it would be if we failed to appreciate St Anthony's greatest title. St Francis recognised his gift of sacred learning. Pope Pius XII placed him in the company of the Church's most brilliant teachers, and can we think of him only as a heavenly postman or a finder of lost things? Certainly, he is brilliant at that also, but our world is searching desperately for answers to questions affecting life and death.


We need to find answers to complicated religious and moral problems that affect the daily lives of millions. God has raised St Anthony as the most popular saint in the universal Church, and a doctoral teacher and a powerful intercessor. Let’s never hesitate to ask St Anthony to pray, with us and for us, for the guidance of the Holy Spirit. St Anthony of Lisbon, St Anthony of Padua, pray for us!

