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BE RENEWED IN YOUR SPIRIT

Today we begin our preparation for Pentecost which is fast approaching, only two weeks away. We express our hope (cf. 1 Pet 3, 15) for the renewal that the Spirit of the Risen Lord works in us.


In these times of rapid change, some of us will be fearful and sad because we are more in tune with the aspects of our Church and society that are dying than with those new aspects that are being born.


Perhaps, we cannot think clearly about the renewal of society or of the Church because we are not convinced that we may be part of what needs renewing.


There can be no renewal in our personal life, or in the life of the Church or of society, unless first we see our own weakness and the inadequacy of our institutions.


Once we begin to see our own need for renewal, then we can appreciate the fundamental principle of the spiritual life, namely, that we cannot go a single step forward without the support of the Spirit of Jesus. He says: "Without me, you can do nothing!" (John 15, 5).


The Holy Spirit enables us to integrate our life and our faith. The Gospel is the most useful instrument of renewal, whether of persons or of communities, because the Gospel leads us to daily life and from life back to the Gospel. The Spirit of Jesus, faithfully incarnated in our life, makes our existence whole again by bringing together our human and spiritual experience, integrating the secular and the religious.


Some organizations can be renewed through new leadership and new ideas. Others need a more massive infusion of new blood or far-reaching organizational changes. Still others can only be renewed by taking them apart and putting them together again. And some cannot be renewed at all.


We Catholics enjoy an abundance of new ideas in the documents of the Second Vatican Council and in those that have come out since then. But we still have to welcome these new ideas into our hearts and put them into practice. We must allow ourselves to be renewed in our heart and in our spirit (cf. Eph 4, 23).


The Church certainly needs renewed members: those who seek to be renewed in the post-conciliar spirit rather than those who seek consolation in a private kind of piety.


We have reasons to hope in the renewal of society and of the Church so that it will become what the Lord expects it to be. Jesus supports us with the gift of his Spirit. He is with us and will always remain with us (cf. John 14, 17).


During the Mass, the celebrant extends his hands over the offerings of bread and wine and he calls down the Holy Spirit to change them into the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ. At that moment, let us pray that the Holy Spirit will be present and active also in our offering of our lives, of our secular society and of the Church.


While we receive Holy Communion, let us pledge ourselves to work more consistently at the renewal of ourselves and of our institutions, in full cooperation with the Holy Spirit.

