To: All the Franciscan Youth in the Philippines

Let me tell you some things I learned and discovered during the Franciscan Youth International Gathering in Sydney, Australia. Well, I have to begin with some facts. As usual, the CIOFS Presidency organized a pre-WYD gathering of Youfra delegates. This time, the schedule was set on 12-15 July 2008. We were billeted at St. Francis of Assisi Primary School, in a compound with an OFM Friary and a Franciscan church. Remarkably the gathering was supported by the OFM Friars, Poor Clares, SFO, and kind Volunteers in the locality. In line with the WYD08, its theme was “…interiorly illumined and inflamed with the fire of the Holy Spirit” [St. Francis]. Sixty-five YouFrans and Friars participated, coming from Australia, Congo Republic, Croatia, France, Italy, Philippines, Poland, Slovenia, Spain, South Africa, USA, and Vietnam. 
Below is our group picture. Those beautiful people at the center are the Croatians, Michele (making the V-sign on St. Francis - Italian) and Xavi (center-left in reading glasses - Spanish). On the right side are our very own, Fr. Arman, Ate Lucy and Ate Rocelyn with the three Americans (at the back of Fr. Arman), Fr. Bruno (African), Jean (left side of Ate Rocelyn - French), Pero and Fr. Ivan (sitting – Croatians), Fr. John (right-front-sitting - Indian but living in Australia) and Fr. Enzo (right of Ate Lucy – Italian). On the left side are the Australians and Vietnamese. The three cool guys at my left are the rest of the Italian delegates – Pepe (standing), Marko and Francesco. Of course, Patricia (YouFra in Balanga who has migrated to Melbourne, Australia) is also there. On her right side, partly hidden, is Sister Patience (African) and Anna (Polish). The Slovenians are those at the left-most of the picture, standing. All these faces represent the Franciscan Youth attending the World Youth Day 2008 in Sydney, Australia.  
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This is the second YouFra International Gathering I have had the fortune to attend. And, as anticipated, it was tremendous. The astonishing reality that I have fraternal brothers and sisters around the globe made it even more intense. Like us, they are also into joyful acts: music, dancing, games, etc. I remember when we went to visit the Poor Clares at Campbelltown. After a short introduction, we had our snacks and along with it were merriment. I had so much fun. I can still vividly recall: Fr. Ivan playing the guitar, Michele shouting “Salta, salta…woo, woo, woo, ye, ye, ye”, and all of us - arms linked, jumping, dancing, and singing along at the top of our lungs. Yes, like our Franciscan Joy, YouFrans around the world are also doing it. 
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Another joyous activity we had was the Franciscan Youth Festival. It was attended by several Franciscans from around the world. The General Minister of the OFM, Fr. Jose Rodriguez Carballo, was even there. Looking at the program, one would definitely expect the festival to be something serious and dramatic. Well, I thought it was meant to be dramatic but it turned out differently. We were earlier formed into five groups to present an “Act”. These acts were highlights of the life of St. Francis of Assisi. Amazingly, each group acted its piece spontaneously in a comic way, like a blooper. Hence, it was very funny. 
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But, we had serious moments as well. We had group-sharings where we get to share our experiences in the fraternity. Just so you know, YouFrans from other countries are also into community and parochial services, fund raising activities, leadership training, and national gatherings. Also, we had plenary meetings and dialogue where questions were answered and doubts clarified. Of course, we had Eucharistic celebration everyday. We had a 20-minute pilgrimage walk to a neighboring Franciscan church, St Joseph’s, at Edgecliff, and had a vigil there. 
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Indeed, it was a very joyful experience. I wish all of us were able to join. It would have been much happier and more joyful. The YouFrans from other countries would have had a good time knowing all of you. Well, you still have a lot of chances. I learned that the same gathering will be held in the next World Youth Day in Madrid, Spain. So please set your minds; desire to join the next big thing.    
Fraternally yours,
Lot
Youfra International Gathering and WYD 2008

It was our great pleasure and privilege to attend the Franciscan Youth International Gathering and the week of World Youth Day in Sydney.  The theme of WYD 2008 was “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, and you will be my witnesses” (Acts 1:8).  
It was well organized.  Fr. Carl Schafer, OFM never got tired of coordinating the participants’ arrivals.  David Leary of the Come In Centre and the friars of St Francis Parish, Paddington, and many volunteers saw to it that everybody had plenty to eat.  
We will never forget our visit, during the YouFra International Gathering, to the Poor Clare community at Campbelltown, where we enjoyed community singing.  
We had Catechesis for three days. The first topic was “Called to live in the Holy Spirit”. The second topic was, “The Holy Spirit, Soul of the Church”, and the last topic was “Sent out into the World: The Holy Spirit, the Principal Agent of Mission.” The topics were delivered by the bishop speakers of each day and discussed thoroughly. After the catechesis, the Holy Eucharist was celebrated by the Speaker of the day and concelebrated by the pilgrim priests.  
During the Franciscan Youth Festival, we’ll never forget how Fr. Carl motivated the group to present the life of St. Francis with creativity in such a way that our presentation was not so serious, so that we tried to present it in a funny manner.  
Our unforgettable experience during the WYD was when we were at Barangaroo. Fr. Armand OFM lost his eyeglasses and somebody offered an amount to replace them. When we were about to leave the area, I asked Fr. Armand to drop by in the Lost and Found area and we were surprised that they were there.  Thank God, there are faithful people and even generous ones. When Fr. Armand, Fr Bruno OFM and Sr. Patience were on their way home after the Closing Liturgy with the Pope, and asked where to buy food because they were hungry, somebody gave them money to buy something to eat. It showed that the Spirit of God was really working during those activities.  

We thank Louise Minogue, the Principal of St. Francis Primary School, Paddington, for allowing us to stay in the school during the whole duration of the activities.  Our thanks also go to Helen Britton, National Minister of the SFO in Oceania, who was always there to assist our needs.  Also, thanks to Bro. George Boggs OFM, always accommodating, who fetched us from the airport and housed us for two days in his community after the WYD proper and even took us to visit the beautiful Blue Mountains west of Sydney. Thank you, Brother, and all the people who never got tired of serving us during the WYD events. Thank you very much. 

 Rocelyn Sabayo

YouFra - Philippines
