Coming up to ONE YEAR since WYD!!
Sydney is preparing to commemorate 1 year (can you believe it!) since Australia opened up its arms to the world and welcomed pilgrims from every country for the celebrations of WYD week in July 2008. It will be a year next month since Pope Benedict XVI arrived across Sydney Harbour at Barangaroo to a great Aussie welcome for those sunny winter days of singing crowds, enormous outdoor Masses and joyful celebrations right across the city.
So much has been happening all over the country in parishes, dioceses and communities since then and we’d like to invite you to join us again for a fabulous line up of events that will take place in Sydney during the month of July. Round up your friends and come along for a great big 1 year WYD anniversary:
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Matt Maher
3 & 4 July 2009
Thousands of youth at WYD08 were captivated when Matt Maher led people in worship at Receive the Power. Live! at Barangaroo. Arguably the best Catholic singer/songwriter out there today, Matt Maher and his band from the USA will be here in Sydney in July for Empty and Beautiful: The Matt Maher Experience. More than a performance, Matt’s strong faith and sense of mission causes him to use his music to lead young people into a powerful encounter with God. So don’t miss this opportunity for a night of brilliant music, ministry and prayer. More details here.
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Tim Staples
5 – 11 July 2009
One of the overwhelming messages that came out from young people after WYD08 was that they want to continue the experience of catechesis that they encountered in Sydney. They want to learn about their faith, understand the teachings of the Catholic Church and be equipped to share their faith and knowledge with others. The events around Tim Staples will do just that! His powerful presentations explain, challenge and inspire young people to really embrace their Catholic faith and make a contribution to their world.
Tim Staples from the USA has given hundreds of talks and helped thousands of people find their way home to the Catholic Church. A convert to the Catholic faith with a Baptist and Pentecostal background, Tim deals head on with the difficult questions about Catholicism. He brings his extensive knowledge of Scripture into his presentations, helping others to see the strong biblical evidence supporting Catholic doctrine. His humorous enthusiasm and passion for his mission captivate his audience – you won’t want to miss this fantastic speaker!
From Sunday 5 July through to Saturday 11 July, Tim Staples will be presenting at a number of locations and events all over Sydney. Program details here.
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Sydney Congress Embracing the New Evangelisation



Sydney Congress for the New Evangelisation - SCENE
19 – 26 July 2009
Something of the spirit of WYD with joyful youth in the streets and Catholic events all over Sydney will return when SCENE hits the city from 19-26 July. The Congress, modeled upon the International Congresses for the New Evangelisation held throughout Europe for the past 5 years, will be held in and around St Mary’s Cathedral and throughout Sydney’s CBD. SCENE aims to develop the graces received during WYD and continue the formation of Catholics so that they can engage in the New Evangelisation called for by Pope John Paul II and by Pope Benedict XVI.
The Congress will involve bishops, priests, religious, teachers, young people, and families from parishes and various groups and movements coming together from around Australia for a week of prayer, catechesis, workshops, testimonies and practical experience in evangelisation.
Features of the week will include Catholic Underground on Saturday 18 July at St Mary’s Cathedral. All the way from New Jersey, the Franciscan Friars of the Renewal (to which Fr Stan Fortuna belongs) will be coming to Sydney to showcase their Catholic Underground apostolate, taking America, Ireland & the UK by storm. A must see! Also planned is a Family Day, a Vocations Expo in Martin Place, street evangelisation, and pub talks all over the city. Register now for SCENE at www.scene.org.au.
