FRANCISCAN YOUTH IN AUSTRALIA

The Secular Franciscans have made many efforts over a number of years to establish a Fraternity of the Franciscan Youth Movement in Australia. They have conducted camps for interested young people in New South Wales, Queensland and Western Australia, which were well programmed and well attended. Some vibrant groups resulted from these initiatives, but none has survived to this day.

A promising development is taking place in the western Sydney suburb of St Johns Park, where the OFM Croatian friars conduct the Croatian Catholic Centre (86-90 Brisbane Road, St Johns Park 2176. Tel. 9610 6770. Email: glamocak@bigfoot.com).


Since the beginning of 2004, Fr Marijan Glamocak OFM, of St Cyril and Methodius Province, Croatia, has encouraged a group of young people to meet once a week in order to share their Catholic faith and their Croatian heritage in a Franciscan ambiance.

Two of the members, Josip and Katarina, attended the Way of the Cross at Maryfields, Campbelltown NSW, for All Souls Day that year and made themselves known to Fr Carl Schafer OFM who was conducting the Stations. It was a great surprise to hear that a Franciscan Youth group actually existed in Sydney and was up and running.


Since 12 November 2004, Fr Carl has attended the meeting of the group on the first Friday of the month. Since 3 December 2004, he has been accompanied by Mr Jordan Cajna, local Minister of the SFO Fraternity at Fig Tree. Fr Marijan attends the meetings and provides spiritual assistance.

Five members attended World Youth Day 2005 in Cologne and are keen to participate in World Youth Day 2008 in Sydney.


On 10 March 2006, the group of eight young women and four young men elected a provisional council to consolidate the group until it is ready for canonical establishment.

The members of the council are: Josip Sulentic (President), Kristina Kasunic (Vice President), Ana Marincic (Treasurer), Katarina Ivancic (Secretary), Marian Piljic (Formator), Jordan Cajna (Fraternal Animator), Fr Marijan Glamocak OFM (Spiritual Assistant).

