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PREFACE

St Bernardine of Siena lived from 1380 to 1444. He wrote his Treatise on Inspirations late in his life only completing it in 1443 or 1444. His renown was as a preacher but this work is a treatise, not a sermon. It was written to help the Friars in their lives and in their preaching.

Before 1980 Fr Damien Isabell O.F.M., member of the Sacred Heart Province in U.S.A., prepared a translation of the first two parts of the treatise and distributed photocopies of his work to the Franciscan public. I was fortunate to be given a copy. However, I have to confess it is only in recent years that I have studied his translation. Damien, as he notes in his Preface, worked from the Italian translation completed by Dionisio Pacetti, O.F.M., S. Bernardino da Siena, Trattato delle ispirationi, Milano: Vita e Pensiero, 1962. Inevitably, working from an Italian translation takes one away a little from the Latin text of Bernardine.

Damien offered his work to the Franciscan family and this translation is offered in the same way, acknowledging that it would never have been undertaken without his previous work. The present translation includes the whole treatise including the third part on the value of inspirations. It is a translation of the Quaracchi edition of the works of Bernardine in which the Treatise is found in Volume 6, pages 223-311. The translation does, I believe, express the meaning of the Latin text but in some places I have translated freely for the sake of greater clarity, and in a few places the translation is unsure and so conjectural.

Bernardine used the Latin Vulgate text of the Bible. Sometimes the text of the New Revised Standard Version, used in this translation, does not fit the text of Bernardine. Where this is so the text of the Douay Rheims translation, which corresponds closely to the text of the Latin Vulgate, has been used and this is indicated in the footnotes. 

I express my gratitude to Fr Patrick Colbourne O.F.M.Cap for his valuable Introductory Notes and for his initiative to make this volume possible. I thank also Fr Christopher Goulding O.F.M. for his help in proof reading and for his help in improving the translation.  

Campion Murray O.F.M.

Feast of St Francis

4 October 1998
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