BY-LAWS
Conference of General Assistants

of the Secular Franciscan Order

1. These By-Laws are based on the Statutes for Spiritual and Pastoral Assistance to the SFO (Rome, 2002), where Article 16.2 says: “Each Conference of Assistants functions according to its own internal by-laws.”

2. The four General Assistants of the SFO, appointed by their respective Minister General, constitute the Conference of General Spiritual Assistants and give their service to the Presidency of the International Council of the SFO, and collegially see to the spiritual assistance to the SFO as a whole (cfr. Statutes for Assistance, 17.1-2).

3. It is the responsibility of the Conference of General Assistants:

--  to collaborate with the International Council and its Presidency in the spiritual and apostolic animation of the SFO and in a special way in the formation of the secular leaders;

--  to coordinate, at the international level, the spiritual assistance to the SFO and the Franciscan Youth;

--  to foster the interest of the friars and their Superiors in the SFO and in the Franciscan Youth;

--  to provide for the pastoral visits of the national Councils of the SFO and the presence at the national elective Chapters (Statutes for Assistance, 17.3).

4. The seat of the Conference is in Via Vittorio Putti, 4, Int. 6 – 00152 Rome.

5. The quorum necessary for the full functioning of the Conference is three General Assistants of the SFO.

6. The decisions of the Conference are to be taken by common accord.

7. The terms of the President and Secretary of the Conference are of two years.

8. The President convokes and presides at the meetings of the Conference and draws up the agenda, after having consulted the other member of the Conference. The President attends to the carrying out of the decisions taken in the meetings of the Conference.
9. The Secretary writes and distributes the minutes of the meetings of the Conference, looks after the archives and helps the President in preparing the meetings of the Conference.

10.   The Conference designates, on a case by case basis, the Visitor who is to carry out a pastoral visit in the name of the Conference.

11.   The Conference decides on who is to be present at the National Chapters of the SFO, entrusting to the President the carrying out of the decisions.

12.   The Conference is represented by the President in the cases that do not require a decision on the part of the Conference. In cases that call for a decision, or for the Conference to take a stand, it will be represented by its spokesperson, designated each time.
13.   The President will send periodically to the Conference of Ministers General of the First Order and TOR a written report on the activity of the Conference of General Assistants.

