Franciscan Federation of Australia

The inaugural meeting towards forming a national body was held at Waverley in August 1994. Since then, there have been annual National Meetings scheduled for August.

Vision Statement

That All May Be One
St. Francis dwelt long and lovingly on Chapter 17 of John’s Gospel and imbibed from Jesus his desire that all may be one as “we (Father and Jesus) are one” (Jn. 17:21).  Members of the Franciscan Family in Australia have been touched by that prayer of Jesus as had Francis.

It is our heartfelt wish that all who have been touched by the charism of Francis will be drawn towards a unity which reflects and is nourished by the gift of the love bonding Father and Son in the Spirit.

We realize that the unity within our family can be a powerful influence among the people of Australia.  As we walk together in the footsteps of Jesus with Francis and Clare, we pray that the love that filled them will find a home in us.

We have been gifted in the vision of Francis and Clare that the world, particularly the people of Australia, will know through our mutual love and faithfulness that the Father has sent Jesus to make known God’s name to us.



Guidelines

I.    THE NATURE OF THE FRANCISCAN FEDERATION OF AUSTRALIA

The membership should encompass all Franciscan Groups in Australia.  These groups are:  Anglican, Catholic and Ecumenical

II.    AIMS OF THE FRANCISCAN FEDERATION OF AUSTRALIA

Aim 1:    To Foster Working Together as Franciscans

Method

1)    To coordinate the communal study, reflection and celebration of significant themes.

2)    To act as liaison body with other national/international Franciscan groups.

3)    To promote national/regional gatherings from time to time.

Aim 2:    To Foster Communication within the Whole Franciscan Family and to the Wider Community

Method

1)    To provide a national newssheet containing a calendar of events.

2)    To provide a database of Franciscan resource personnel, material and courses.

3)    To arrange for the publication of significant Franciscan material.

III.    ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

1)    To be held every year in August with an election of the Executive to be held every second year.

2)    The Annual General Meeting (A.G.M.) is a gathering of Franciscans and is held to report on: the progress of the Aims of Franciscan Federation of Australia and to present an audited financial statement of Franciscan Federation of Australia.  Each Franciscan member group is urged to send ONE designated member who will have voting rights at the A.G.M.  Names of designated members must be forwarded to the Secretary of the Executive at least three weeks prior to the A.G.M.  Attendance at the A.G.M. is open to all.

3)    Current members of the Executive shall each have a vote at the A.G.M.  Where a group has a member on the Executive, that group shall designate another member to the A.G.M. with voting rights.  Members exercise one vote only.

IV.    EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

1)    The Executive Committee, whose office is two years, will consist of eight members - 6 elected, 2 appointed.

2)    The appointed members will consist of one Anglican nominated by TSSF/SSF and one Secular Franciscan nominated by the national executive of the SFO.  Such nominations to be notified to the Executive Secretary three weeks prior to the A.G.M.  (This is to ensure an ecumenical dimension and a representation of the largest group of Franciscans, the SFO)

3)    The six remaining members of the executive will be elected by the A.G.M.

4)    The Executive, from among themselves, will elect the Chairperson, Secretary and Treasurer.

5)    After an initial two-year term, members of the Executive may be reelected for a further two-year term.
6)    The Executive will meet at least twice a year.
7)    Resignation of a member of the Executive Committee:
a.    of an appointed member: the group (TSSF/SSF or SFO) will appoint a new member.

b.    of an elected member: the other members of the Executive Committee will appoint the member, keeping in mind the results of the previous election.

c.    such appointment/election will carry over till the next elective Assembly.

V.     A COMMITMENT FEE

An annual commitment fee of $250.00 is requested from each group.  This should be paid to the Treasurer each March to enable designated members to enjoy voting rights.


Appendix
 
1.  Current membership of the FRANCISCAN FEDERATION OF AUSTRALIA
 
Anglican: Little Brothers of Francis lbf
     Society of Saint Francis ssf
              Third Order of the Society of Saint Francis tssf
Catholic: Franciscan Missionaries of Mary fmm
              Franciscan Missionaries of the Divine Motherhood fmdm
Franciscan Sisters of the Heart of Jesus fcj
Missionary Franciscan Sisters of the Immaculate Conception mfic
Franciscans ofm cap
Franciscans ofm conv
Franciscans ofm
Missionaries of the Kingship of Christ
Secular Franciscan Order sfo
Friars of Saint Francis fsf
Poor Clares Bendigo pcc 
Poor Clares Campbelltown osc
Poor Clares Waverley osc
The Franciscan Companions of the Franciscan Missionaries of Mary
Ecumenical:  Ecumenical Order of Saint Francis eosf
               Little Followers of Saint Francis lfsf
