
Christmas Mass at Dawn (Lk 2:15-20)


TRUE CHRISTMAS
The birth of Jesus, whom we proclaim as son of Mary and Son of God, is not only a historical event. More important, it is also a spiritual happening. In fact, it is an event that comes from eternity and is realized every day of our life, in our present-day conditions.

The Infant Jesus, the Light of Dawn that appears on Christmas morning, is not the light of the dawn of that day when he was born two thousand years ago. He is the light of the eternal dawn, which manifests the light that has no beginning.

The astronomers tell us that the light of the stars that reaches our eyes today began its journey to earth a long time ago. And so the age of Jesus, who was born to reveal the truth, does not date from the day when the shepherds saw him. The truth was bursting out already from eternity. As God says in the psalm, (From the womb of the dawn I begot you( (Ps 109:3).

To carry out a particular religious ceremony such as the Christmas Mass at Dawn, on a fixed day, 25 December, in order to honour Jesus Christ, can be to let ourselves off too lightly. If we hardly remember his birth for the rest of the year, we show our banality.

If we seek to dispose of our responsibility by repeating hymns and words, even if they are taken from the Bible, we only make our way to truth and to conversion more difficult. If we don(t live the birth of Jesus in our everyday life, our offerings of praise at Christmas are facile. It is too easy to imprison Jesus the Saviour in the repetition of folkloric customs and of exterior religious rituals. He came to free us from being superficial.

When speaking of his birth, will we pin it down only to a date of the calendar? The Son of the eternal Father is born into our life on the day when we renounce our self-centredness in the name of truth, on the day when with true love we call someone else a brother. Can we account in time for that interior day that cannot be perceived by time?

The day of the birth of Jesus can arrive in our life at any moment. This is Christmas, whenever it happens.

Like Mary, who, as the gospel says, (treasured all these things and pondered them in her heart( (Lk 2:19), let us think a little about the realities of our world during the celebration of Christmas Day.

Today, in all countries, in all churches, hymns of praise ascend to Jesus who spoke to everyone of the Father of all. Yet, often outside those churches, the earth is bathed with the blood of slaughtered brothers and sisters. A truce is declared at Christmas. But those who today raise hymns of praise to him in their churches, deny him tomorrow with the recoil of guns. They deride him in their actions, making death rain down from the sky.

In spite of that, today is a day for rejoicing, because Jesus has made us sons and daughters of the Father of all. He has told each one to be united with his brother and sister. He who came to give us the awareness of God(s fatherhood has arrived at our door.

Christmas is certainly a day when we celebrate a feast. It is also a day of reflection, a day to make us all humble, like the Infant of Bethlehem.

May the God-man come to us in this Dawn Mass and in the Mass of every new day. May he fill us with his gifts - light and insight, peace and joy, reconciliation and welcome - while we wish one another (Happy Christmas(.

