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“Praised be you, My Lord, through all your creatures!”
Franciscan Readings for
Christmas Octave
28 December  2008

Sunday


Holy Family

28 December
(A Reading from the First Letter of St Clare to the Blessed Agnes of Prague)

I believe that the kingdom of heaven is promised and given by the Lord, only to the poor, for she who loves temporal things loses the fruit of love.  Such a person cannot serve God and money, for either the one is loved and the other hated, or the one is served and the other despised.   What a great and praiseworthy exchange:  to leave the things of time for those of eternity, to choose the things of heaven for the goods on earth, to receive the hundred-fold in place of one, and to possess and blessed, eternal life!

Lord, you ask us to enter into a transaction of love – you love us unconditionally and always in return for our freely turning to you.  Though we fail, Lord, help us to know your constant forgiveness and love of us.

Monday








29 December
(A Reading from the Fourth Letter of St Clare to the Blessed Agnes of Prague)

Happy, indeed, is she to whom it is given to share in this sacred banquet so that she might cling with all her heart to him whose beauty all the blessed hosts of heaven unceasingly admire, whose affection excites, whose contemplation refreshes, whose kindness fulfils, whose delight replenishes, whose remembrance delightfully shines, by whose fragrance the dead are revived, whose glorious vision will bless all the citizens of the heavenly Jerusalem: which, since it is the splendour of eternal glory, is the brilliance of eternal light and the mirror without blemish.
Lord, you desire our happiness and our living lives in praise of all creation.  Let us be shameless in our praise of God and live each moment in glorifying you.
Tuesday








30 December
(A Reading from the Assisi Compilation

One day a Minister of the brothers came to Francis, who was then staying in that same place, in order to celebrate Christmas with him.  The brothers of that place on Christmas day itself prepared the table elaborately because of that Minister, covering it with a lovely white tablecloth and vessels of glass for drinking.   Francis came down from his cell to eat and when he saw the table set on a dais and finely prepared, he went secretly and took the hat of a poor man.  He called one of his companions in a whisper and went outside, unnoticed by the other brothers.  His companion closed the door and remained next to it on the inside.  Francis knocked on the door and it was immediately opened.  He entered with his hat on his back and staff in his hand, like a pilgrim.  When he came to the door of the house, where the brothers were eating, he called out like a poor man – “For the love of the God, give alms to this poor, sick pilgrim.”


Recognising him, the Minister and the brothers told him, “We are also poor and because we are so many, we need these alms we are eating.  But come into the house, and we will give you some of the alms which the Lord has given to us.”  Francis said, “When I saw the table finely and elaborately prepared, I considered that this was not a table of poor Religious, who go door-to-door each day.  For more than other Religious, we should follow the example of poverty and humility in all things, because we have been called to this and have professed this before God and humanity.  So, now it seems to me that I am seated like a brother.”
Lord, you have enriched us with many gifts.  May we share willingly that which do not truly possess – our talents, endowments and material goods.  May we give our first attention to the poor and the dispossessed and welcome them to our table.
Wednesday




New Year’s Eve

31 December
(A reading from the Assisi Compilation)
Saturday evening before nightfall, after vespers, when Francis died and went to the Lord, larks flew over the house where Francis lay, wheeling and sining.  We who were with Francis heard him say, “If I ever speak to the emperor, I will say to him to enact a law that forbids anyone catching our sister larks.  Likewise, all mayors and city officials should distribute grain to animals and alms to the poor on Christmas day.  Not only that, but to scatter seed on the sides of the roads going out of the city so that our sister birds can have their fill freely given.”
Lord, let our last breath be one of generosity for others.  May our lives of simplicity be an example to the power of a free gift of grace.
Thursday


NEW YEARS DAY



1 January 2009
(A reading from the life of st Francis by Thomas of Celano)
He was always with Jesus: Jesus in his heart, Jesus in his mouth, Jesus in his ears, Jesus in his eyes, Jesus in his hands – with his whole body he carried Jesus.  Often he became distracted upon hearing mention of Jesus.  He forgot to eat or forgot his destination.  With amazing love he bore in his heart and always held onto Christ Jesus and him crucified.  For this reason he, above others, was stamped with Christ’s brilliant seal as, in rapture of spirit, he contemplated in unspeakable and incomprehensible glory the One sitting at the right hand of the Father.
Lord, for our new year, let us keep in mind the words and the life of Jesus.  May we too be distracted by Jesus’ loving compassion.
Friday









2 January 2009
(A reading from ‘Vespers of our Lord’s Birth’ from the Office of the Passion by St Francis)

Exult in God our help!
Shout to the Lord, living and true, with cries of gladness!

Because the Lord, the most high,
the Awesome, is the Great King over all the earth!

Because the Most Holy Father of heaven, our King before all the ages,

sent his beloved Son from on high

and he was born of the blessed Virgin Mary.

He called to me, You are my Father

and I will place him, my firstborn, as the Highest,

above all kings of the earth.

Saturday








3 January 2009

(A reading from the earlier rule of St Francis)
All-powerful, Most Holy,
Almighty and Supreme God,

holy and just Father,

Lord King of heaven and earth:

we thank you for yourself

for through your holy will

and through your only Son

with the Holy Spirit

you have created everything spiritual and corporal

and, after making us in your own image and likeness,

you placed us in paradise.

Through our own fault, we fell.

We thank you,

for as through your Son you created us,

so through your holy love

with which you loved us

you brought about his birth

as true God and true Man

by the glorious, every-virgin, most blessed, holy Mary,

and you willed to redeem us captives

through his cross and blood and death.

Because all of us, wretches and sinners,

are not worthy to pronounce your name

we humbly ask our Lord Jesus Christ

your beloved Son,

in whom you were well pleased

together with the Holy Spirit,

the Paraclete

to give you thanks

for everything

as it pleases you and him,

who always satisfies you in everything

through whom you have done so much for us.
