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“Praised be you, My Lord, through all your creatures!”
Franciscan Readings for 

the Week Commencing
28th January, 2007

4th Week in Ordinary Time – C/1
Sunday










28 January 
(A Reading from the Legend of the Three Companions)

Francis was staying in a small hut with the friars at Rivo Torto, near Assisi.   It was very cramped, so much so that the friars could barely sit down to rest.  Food was scarce and they lived on a few turnips growing in a nearby field.   Francis scratched the names of the friars into the beams of wood so that each would know his place and not make excessive noise moving around.  One day, the brothers were at prayer when a peasant came through the front door of the hut, pushing a donkey before him.  He said to the donkey, “Go in, go in – we will do well in this place.”


Confronted with this spectacle and uproar, Francis turned to his brothers and said, “I know that God did not call us to prepare a lodging for a donkey, nor to have dealings with people.  While we are preaching the way of salvation to people and are giving them wise counsel, we should dedicate ourselves most of all to prayer and thanksgiving.”  They left the hut for the use of poor lepers and lived elsewhere. 

Lord, you send the noise and panic of our daily life to test our resolve.  May we take all distractions as part of the rich tapestry of our life, your gift to us.
Monday










29 January 
.(A Reading from the Life of St Francis by Thomas of Celano)

When the friars were still at Rivo Torto, the Emperor, Otto, passed through that area with much pomp and ceremony to receive a crown of an earthly empire.  Francis forbade the friars to join in the festival and to stay inside and remain silent – which they did, all but one who called out to the Emperor that his kingdom would be shortlived.   Francis was not bothered by the Emperor, he had made a dwelling-place for God within himself.  He refused to flatter kings and princes.
Lord, our compulsion to flatter and adulate can be strong.  Help us to be genuine in our relationships and show the real face of Jesus in all that we do.
Tuesday










30 January
(A Reading from the Legend of the Three Companions)

Francis obtained a church by divine inspiration from the abbot of the Benedictine monastery of Mt Subasio near Assisi.  Francis commended the place to the Virgin Mary and ordered that this place be loved by the friars more than any other place in the world.  One of the friars had a dream – all the people of the world were standing around the church, blind and calling to the Lord to restore their sight, which occurred in a bathing of light.  The world with its seductions had disappeared and the people of the world saw the truth and beauty of this religion.

Lord, you call us to find a home on earth.  May we find our true motherland on this earth, protect and defend its beauty, until we are called to our true home in you.
Wednesday



John Bosco




31 January
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Giovanni Melchior Bosco was born in a little cabin in Castelnuovo in 1815.  He founded the Salesian Order.  His father died when he was two and he eked out a living as a hillside shepherd.  He was given instruction by the local parish priest.  He entered the seminary and ministered to prisoners on death row.  Serving in a parish church, he befriended young urchins, founding the Oratory or rifugio for disenfranchised youth.  He eventually founded the Salesians (the Society of Don Bosco) and, at his death, there was 250 houses.  The Salesians are now found in every country throughout the world

(A Reading from the Legend of the Three Companions)

Since they had promised to live according to the Gospel, Francis attempted all of his life to fulfil the Gospel to the letter.  When the friars were cooking, he did not allow the cook to leave beans in the pot over night to soften them, for in the Gospel it says, “Do not worry about tomorrow, leave tomorrow to itself.”   As such, the friars did not want to collect more alms than were needed for one day.

Lord, the temporary nature of the world around us reminds us of our true vocation.  May we set our hearts on the higher things, acting always with the love that comes from you and into which we return.

Thursday


St Brigid (Naomh Bríde)



1 February
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Brigid, Mary of the Gael, Shepherdess of Ireland, was born in about 450 to a Druidic family, her father Dubhthach was a court poet for King Loeghaire.  She converted to Christianity at a young age and eventually founded a monastery of nuns in Kildare upon the site where a sacred fire was kept burning.  Like many of the early Irish saints, she gave it a Christian interpretation without much contest from the Druids.  Her birthplace was at Faughart, the site of a monastery of nuns founded by St Morienna and now a monastery of Poor Clare Sisters.   But, obviously, Brigid spent a great deal of time in Connacht and around and her influence in Irish history is most significant.  Her feast day falls on 1 February – no coincidence that 1 February is the first day of Inbolc on the Celtic Calendar, “The Coming of the Light”.  It is a tradition on this day to make small woven crosses from reeds, a symbol of Brigid’s love of the poor and suffering.
(A Reading from A Mirror of Perfect of a Lesser Brother)
Once when Francis was at St Mary of the Portiuncola, a very poor man was coming back along the road from Assisi with a bag of alms.  As he drew near the church, he was praising God at the top of his voice, so much so that Francis heard him.  Francis ran out and, overjoyed, laughing and with great joy he kissed the man’s shoulder and took from him the bag of alms and the two men went together to the friary.  Francis said to the brothers, “This is how I want a brother of mine to go for alms and to return happy and joyful praising God.”
Lord, you give us the light of truth.  May we rejoice in the joy of the truth you have given to us: that your love for all creation is neverending.
Friday



The Presentation




2 February
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In those days, a mother who had just given birth was considered unclean for seven days and then had to perform a ritual for thirty-three days after the birth. These days, the Candlemas is associated with renewal.  “My eyes have seen the Saviour”

(A Reading from the Tree of Life of St Bonaventura)

It was not enough for Christ, the teacher of perfect humility, who was equal to the Father in all things, to submit himself to the humble Virgin.   He must submit himself to the Law, that he might redeem those who were under the law and free them from the slavery of corruption to the freedom of the glory of the children of God.  He wished that his mother, although she was most pure, should observe the law of purification.  And he wished that he himself, the redeemer of all, should be redeemed as a firstborn son and should be presented to God in the temple and that an offering be given for him in the presence of the just who were rejoicing.

Lord, you see us as we are.  May we present ourselves to you – sinful, longing, desiring your love.  Treat us kindly, love us dearly and make us miraculous in our wholeness.

Saturday 



St Blaise





3 February
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St Bliase was the bishop of Sebaste in Armenia.  His martyrdom is merely legend without any historical worth.  At the time of the persecution under Licinius he was taken prisoner at the command of the governor, Agricolaus. The hunters of the governor found him in the wilderness in a cave to which he had retired and while in prison he performed a wonderful cure of a boy who had a fishbone in his throat and who was in danger of choking to death. After suffering various forms of torture St. Blasius was beheaded; the Acts relate also the martyrdom of seven women.   He is known to be the curer of throats and it is on this day that throats are blessed with two crossed candles.
 (A Reading from the Assisi Compilation)

The was a friar named Brother James the Simple who worked in the leprosarium.  Francis saw Brother James and a particularly repulsive leper in the Church of St Mary of the Angels.  Reproaching him, Francis said, “Don’t take our Christian brothers around in this way – it is not right.”  For Francis was worried about the discomfort and fear lepers caused for others.  But because James was very simple, he often wandered about outside the hospital with lepers trailing behind him.   Feeling remorseful, Francis said to Brother Peter of Catanio, “What have I done?!  I have insulted this leper and my brother.  As penance, I will eat together with my leprous Christian brother from the same dish.”   And so he did – Francis sat down and ate with the leper and, as they ate, the pus and loose flesh from the leper’s hands fell into the bowl.  Peter of Catanio grew very sad when he saw this but said nothing.  The one who wrote this, saw it and bore witness to it.

Lord, help us to identify the lepers in our society.  Dare we eat and share a meal with the most reviled members of our community?  Or do we choose to say nothing and let them suffer in loneliness and fear?  Help us to be courageous when we love our neighbour.


Blessing Of Throats





Through the intercession of St Blaise, bishop and martyr, may God protect from every disease of the throat and every other illness in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. AMEN.








