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“Praised be you, My Lord, through all your creatures!”
Franciscan Readings for 

Week Commencing
9 August, 2009
19th  Week Ordinary Time
Sunday




9 August 2009
(A reading from "The Life of St Francis” by Thomas of Celano)
The first work that Francis undertook, after he had gained his freedom from the hands of his carnally-minded father, was to build a house of God.  He did not try to build a new one, but he repaired an old one, restored an old foundation, but he built upon it, always reserving to Christ his prerogative, although unaware of it, for no one can lay another foundation, but that which has been laid, which is Jesus Christ.
Lord, help us to reconcile our tradition with new ways of thought.  May we never tear down thoughtlessly but build upon the labours of those holy people who have marked out the way.
Monday 



Transitus of St Clare


10 August 2009
(A reading from the Versified Life of St Clare)
When Clare asked that all her sins be forgiven by him, the Pope replied, “Would that I needed such forgiveness.”  After he had absolved her, he left her.  Her hands folded towards the Lord, Clare spoke to her sisters and said, “My little children, praise God, whose kindness granted me these gifts in his goodness.”  The mournful departure of their mother brought them to tears – neither hunger itself nor lack of sleep relieves their sorrow.  Not night’s rest, not the delight of daily repast, their tears are their drink, and grief their food.  Mourning brings down the night and day follows with an intensity of sorrow.
Woman of the beatitudes, truly poor in spirit: help us to use the things of this world with detachment and quiet trust, always aware of the loving tender face of God, our Creator and Father, turned towards us.
Tuesday


Our Mother Clare




11 August 2008
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Born in Assisi of an influential and powerful family, Clare was committed to the cause of the outcast from a young age.  She could have followed the course of so many young women of her time and embarked upon a life of privilege and comfort but Clare was resolute in her vocation to become a woman of prayer, inspired by Francis who was himself young in his vision for the world’s future.  It was Palm Sunday when Clare escaped the family home through “death’s door” to join Francis.  He symbolically cut her hair and sent her to stay with the Benedictines.  At San Damiano, Clare and her sisters lived a life of prayer and poverty, the latter forming the basis for the Rule of Life she fought even the Vatican to uphold.  Her model of sisterhood is a leaven for all those who live a community life, one where the leader is servant to all, even to the point where Clare was the nurse to the ailing sisters, their strength in times of invasion and their comfort in times of doubt.  She was a remarkable woman and her legacy lives as a testament to her resilience and strength. 
(A reading from the Versified Life of St Clare)
The most holy virgin silently turns to herself and says to her soul, “Proceed, go forth safely.  Your fortunate Guide is at hand.  Your very Creator, who brought you forth from nothing, made you holy, and holds you as your Guardian, and loves you always as a mother loves her children.”  The mother says to her sisters, “Do you see, the King of heaven whom I see?”  And her vision of the one more brilliant of than all others giving her a sweet embrace sees the bridal chamber prepared for her.  And Death becomes the entrance to life and the gate of heaven.

Woman of silence, model of contemplation:  show us the way to heaven, teach us to listen to Christ as our dearest friend.  Help us, like you, to contemplate with the eyes of the heart, our King, poor and crucified.
Wednesday








12 August 2009
(A reading from the Bull of Canonisation)
Clare,

shines brilliantly:

brilliant by her bright merits,

by the brilliance of her great glory in heaven,

and by the brilliance of her sublime miracles on earth.

Clare,

her strict and lofty way of Religious life radiates here on earth,

while the magnitude of eternal rewards glows from above

and her virtue draws upon all mortal beings with magnificent signs.

Clare, 

endowed here below with the privilege of the highest poverty,

repaid on high by priceless abundance of treasure

and shown full devotion and great honour by all.

O Clare,

endowed with so many brilliant titles!

Bright even before your conversion,

brighter in your manner of living,

brighter still in your enclosed way of life,

and brightest in splendour after the course of your mortal life!

In this Clare,

a clear mirror of example has been given to this world;

by this Clare

the sweet lily of virginity is offered among the heavenly delights;

through this Clare

remarkable remedies are felt here on earth.

She gave light in life;

she is radiant in death.

She was brilliant on earth,

she is resplendent in heaven!

Disciple of Christ, little plant of St Francis: give us zeal for the Gospel, obtain for us the courage to live completely by the word of Jesus, so that, like you and Francis, we may be credible witnesses to fraternity and love.
Thursday









13 August 2008
(A reading from the Versified Life of St Clare)
O Virgin, renowned charioteer of your daughters, pray to Christ for us.  Your holy manner of life drew many from their faults and, by a certain newness of life, led those new ones to life.  We, who rejoice that you have reached the highest kingdom and proclaim an account of your praise, pray that you would take away the predator’s world, restoring it to heaven.
Lord, do not let us be cast adrift in the predator’s world.  Keep us safe in your care and help us to realise a paradise on earth through the living out of your Word.
Friday




Maximilian Kolbe



14 August 2009
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The Apostle of Auschwitz or the Saint of the Holocaust, Rajmond Kolbe was professed in 1911 with the Conventual Franciscans with his older brother Francis in Lwow, Poland.   He was a distinguished member of the Order with a commitment to promoting the veneration of the Immaculate Virgin Mary.  Between 1930 and 1936 he established a friary outside Nagasaki, Japan.  During the Second World War, Maximilian was a vocal opponent of the Nazi regime and hid around 2,000 Jews in the friary over the course of the ethnic cleansing that formed part of Hitler’s campaign.  He was eventually arrested by the Gestapo and was sent to Auschwitz.  Due to a suspected escape of a prisoner in their barracks, the Camp Commander ordered that ten men from the barracks were to be starved to death as a deterrent to other escapees.   One of the selected men, Franciszek Gajowniczek, lamented cried out that he had a family and Kolbe took his place.  Maximilian Kolbe last three weeks without food or water and was killed by camp guards with an injection of carbolic acid.  He was beatified thirty years later in 1971 and then canonised in the presence of Franciszek Gajowniczek in 1982.

(A reading from the letters of Maximilian Kolbe)

Dear brother, see the greatness of human dignity conferred by God’s mercy.  By obedience we surmount, so to speak, the limits imposed on us by our own weakness; we are made conformable to God’s will which in his infinite wisdom and prudence guides us to act correctly.  As a matter of fact, by clinging to God’s will – and no creature can resist it – we surpass everything in power.  Therefore, let us love our most loving Father in heaven with the greatest love and let our obedience be the proof of our perfect love which we put into practice especially when we are asked to give up our own will.  There is no more authoritative book to teach us to grow in God’s love than the book of Jesus crucified.

Lord, you are our model of loving sacrifice.  Help us to see our lives as unimportant in the struggle of justice.  Show us the way to offer ourselves in the place of others, even in the smallest trials of life.  Give us cheerful, generous hearts.

Saturday


The Assumption




15 August 2009
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The Dormition or Assumption of Mary provides a meditation on the significance of Our Lady to the world and her role and origins.  In our tradition, it is believed that death was separation of body and soul, later to be rejoined at the coming of Christ triumphant.  Mary, conceived without sin, did not need to be redeemed but was in a constant state of God’s favour.  Therefore, it was decreed in 1950 that Mary was assumed into heaven body and soul, a phenomenon without historical substantiation but one that is held as true for Catholics and those of the Eastern Rite.   It was a long-held belief that Mary would be spared the decay of human death and that she would reside with God as an eternal protector and advocate of the race to which she belonged, an eternally loving and beloved Mother.
 (A reading from The Major Life of St Francis by St Bonaventure)

Francis embraced the mother of the Lord Jesus with an inexpressible love since she made the Lord of Majesty a brother to us and, through her, we have obtained mercy.  He put all his trust in her and would fast from the feast of Ss Peter and Paul until the feast of the Assumption.  He was joined in inseparable love to the angels who burned with a marvellous fire to pass over into God and to inflame the souls of the elect.

Lord, the Mother of God inspires us to bring forth Christ into the world.  Show us something of the favour you showed to Mary, choose us to be the bearers of Christ and the advocates of your people.







