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“Praised be you, My Lord, through all your creatures!”
Franciscan Readings for 

Week Commencing
8 June, 2008
10th  Week Ordinary Time – A
Sunday





8 June 2008
(A reading from the Admonitions of St Francis)
Children, how long will you be hard of heart?  Why do you not know the truth and believe in the Son of God?  Behold, each day he humbles himself as when he came from his royal throne into the Virgin’s womb; each day he himself comes to us, appearing humbly; each day he comes down from the bosom of the Father upon the altar in the hands of a priest.  Let us, as we see bread and wine with our bodily eyes, see and firmly believe that they are his most holy Body and Blood living and true.  And in this way the Lord is always with his faithful, as himself says: “Behold, I am with you until the end of the age.”
Lord, be with us until the end of time.  Help us to see you truly loving us in the Bread and Wine, the Body and Blood that we share as one community brought together in you.
Monday 









9 June 2008
(A reading from The Mirror of Perfection)
Francis had a great devotion to the Eucharist – so much so that he had it written in the Rule that the friars would reverence always the Body of Christ.  He wished that whenever the friars would see the Eucharist in the churches around Assisi that they would clean the altar linen and preserve always the elements of the sacrament, the bread and the wine.  Francis encouraged the friars to carry pyxes with them containing the Eucharist that they may guard it carefully as was befitting the Christ of whose name we claim as Christians.
Lord, your ways are a mystery.  Help us to be defenders of your Body and Blood and make us a sacramental people on the way to you.
Tuesday


 






10 June 2006
(A reading from ‘The First Letter to the Custodians’ by St Francis)
You should humbly beg the clergy to revere above all else the most holy Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ and his holy name and the written words that sanctify his Body.  Everything that pertains to the sacrifice ought to be held as precious.  If the most holy Body of the Lord is very poorly reserved, it should be taken and placed and locked up in a precious place according to the rules of the Church.  Likewise, the words of the Lord should be enthroned, not left lying in unkept places.  In every sermon, remind people of penance and the saving power of the Body and Blood of Christ.  Announce and preach his praises that all nations may adore him in every word and whenever the bells are tolled.
Lord, let us pick up the broken word and the dusty sacrament of the lives of those around us.  May we keep them in a precious place, as is fitting the things of God.
Wednesday


Barnabas





11 June 2008
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Barnabas was a Cypriot Jew, styled among the Apostles but not actually counted as one of them.  He was the first to receive Paul after his conversion and was sent on the mission to Antioch.  It was Barnabas who introduced his nephew, John Mark (the future evangelist) to the life of the early missionary.  The debates about circumcision and membership of the new movement raged until more preachers arrived from Jerusalem.  Paul fell out with Barnabas regarding his insistence that John Mark was a reformed character, following his defection from the first Mission.  Staying most of his life in this region, Barnabas was eventually martyred in Cyprus in 54.

(A reading from the Acts of the Process of Canonisation of St Clare)
Sister Francesca of Capitaneo de Col de Mezzo who was nun for twenty one years at the passing of Clare testified that she was present when the Saracen hordes entered the cloister of San Damiano.  Clare was brought to the cloister with a small box containing the Eucharist and said, “Lord, look upon these ones – I cannot protect them.”  A voice cried out, “I will defend you all and the city as well!” and Clare, knowing it was the voice of God said, “Sisters! Don’t worry – I have become a hostage for you that you will not be harmed neither will the city see a siege.”  And the Saracens left them.
Lord, you protect us in times of trial.  Give us your full protection when we need you and call for you.  Defend us always in the battle.
Thursday



 





12 June 2008
(A reading from The Tree of Life by St Bonaventure)
The most memorable event of Christ’s life is the Last Supper.  Not only was the Paschal Lamb present but also the immaculate Lamb who takes away the sins of the world.  The marvellous sweetness of Christ’s goodness shone forth when he dined at the table with the disciples and Judas.  A marvellous example shone out when, girt with a towel, he washed the feet of the fishermen and his betrayer.  The outpouring of his love shone forth when, loving his own to the end, he strengthened them with a gentle exhortation, forewarning Peter to be strong in faith and offering his beloved John a place of rest in his sacred heart.
Lord, your heart is almighty.  Is there room in our heart for the love of those who sit next to us?  Let us love each other authentically, never sparing ourselves to the needs of those around us.
Friday




St Anthony of Padua


13 June 2008
[image: image3.jpg]TA459



Antony was inspired to move from the Augustinians to the Franciscans by the first Franciscan Martyrs in 1220.  He became a vigorous preacher and missionary and, because  of his theological knowledge, began the process of education of the early friars.  He died in Padua aged only thirty six.  A life taken too soon, a man whose death broke the hearts of the Paduans due to his great love of Christ and his willingness to live the life of humility and poverty that Francis prescribed.  The children of Padua missed him dearly and, to this day, we have recourse to him for that which is lost and for those who are ignorant.

(A reading from The Deeds of Francis and his Companions)
While Anthony was preaching before the Pope and the Cardinals, it became apparent that he could speak all languages and none for at the council were many Greeks and Italians and Slavs.  Francis called him “his Bishop”.  Anthony held the crowd in suspense and, though they all spoke different languages, everyone understood quite clearly Anthony’s message to them.  “Is he not a Spaniard?” they enquired, “yet how do we all hear him in our own native language, Greeks and Latins, French and Germans, Slavs and English, Lombards and foreigners?”  The Pope answered, “Truly, he is the Ark, the repository of the Holy Spirit.”
Lord, your spirit breaks down barriers.  Help us to place our trust in your divine spirit that out actions may speak louder than words.
Saturday









14 June 2008
(A reading from the Book of Angela of Foligno)

If one looks and ponders with the utmost care the small piece of bread which the body eats, how much more should the soul not look and ponder before receiving this eternal and infinite good, created and uncreated, this sacramental food which is the sustenance, treasure, and fountain for the life of both soul and body.  This is truly God which in himself contains every good.  


Why bother going to a mystery when the real world is here around us?  I will tell you what I think.  Go – be received in order to be received, go pure in order to be purified, go alive in order to be enlivened, go just as you are to be more fully what you are.
Lord, let us know that you made us as we are.  We are yours and attribute everything that we are to you with our weaknesses and successes.  Keep our minds focussed on what is good.






