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“Praised be you, My Lord, through all your creatures!”
Franciscan Readings for 

Week Commencing
1 February, 2009
Fourth Week in Ordinary Time - B
Sunday






1 February 2009
 (A Reading from the Sacred Exchange between Francis and Lady Poverty)

Among all the other virtues, holy Poverty shines with a certain prerogative before them all.  For it is the foundation and guardian of all virtues and enjoys a principal place in evangelical perfection.  As long as they have put on this foundation, they need not fear the downpour of rains, the rush of floods and the blasts of winds that threaten ruin.  This is appropriate since the Son of God fell in love with this virtue – seeking it, finding it and embracing it whilst achieving our salvation on earth.   At the beginning of his preaching, he placed it as a light of faith in the hands of those entering the gate, and even set it as a foundation stone of the house.  At the beginning of his conversion, therefore, Francis, as the true Saviour’s imitator and disciple, gave himself with all eagerness, all longing, all determination to searching for, finding, and embracing holy poverty.  He did so neither wavering under adversity nor fearing injury, neither shirking effort nor shunning bodily discomfort, in order to achieve his desire to reach her whom the Lord had entrusted the keys to the kingdom of heaven.

Lord, make our reliance on your providence real.  May we keep what we need for our journey and share with all people the gifts you have bestowed on us and the ones created in your image out of your love.
Monday 



Presentation
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In those days, a mother who had just given birth was considered unclean for seven days and then had to perform a ritual for thirty-three days after the birth. These days, the Candlemas is associated with renewal.  “My eyes have seen the Saviour”

(A Reading from the Tree of Life of St Bonaventura)

It was not enough for Christ, the teacher of perfect humility, who was equal to the Father in all things, to submit himself to the humble Virgin.   He must submit himself to the Law, that he might redeem those who were under the law and free them from the slavery of corruption to the freedom of the glory of the children of God.  He wished that his mother, although she was most pure, should observe the law of purification.  And he wished that he himself, the redeemer of all, should be redeemed as a firstborn son and should be presented to God in the temple and that an offering be given for him in the presence of the just who were rejoicing.

Lord, you see us as we are.  May we present ourselves to you – sinful, longing, desiring your love.  Treat us kindly, love us dearly and make us miraculous in our wholeness.

Tuesday 


St Blaise
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St Bliase was the bishop of Sebaste in Armenia.  His martyrdom is merely legend without any historical worth.  At the time of the persecution under Licinius he was taken prisoner at the command of the governor, Agricolaus. The hunters of the governor found him in the wilderness in a cave to which he had retired and while in prison he performed a wonderful cure of a boy who had a fishbone in his throat and who was in danger of choking to death. After suffering various forms of torture St. Blasius was beheaded; the Acts relate also the martyrdom of seven women.   He is known to be the curer of throats and it is on this day that throats are blessed with two crossed candles.
.(A Reading from the Life of St Francis by Thomas of Celano)

When the friars were still at Rivo Torto, the Emperor, Otto, passed through that area with much pomp and ceremony to receive a crown of an earthly empire.  Francis forbade the friars to join in the festival and to stay inside and remain silent – which they did, all but one who called out to the Emperor that his kingdom would be shortlived.   Francis was not bothered by the Emperor, he had made a dwelling-place for God within himself.  He refused to flatter kings and princes.
Lord, our compulsion to flatter and adulate can be strong.  Help us to be genuine in our relationships and show the real face of Jesus in all that we do.
Wednesday 








4 February 2009
(A Reading from The Lauds by Jacopone da Todi)
I know well, O highest wisdom,

that if I am mad, it is your doing – 

this dates from the day I surrendered myself to Love,

laid aside my old self and put on you

and was drawn – I know not how – to new life.

How can my heart ever endure your love in its fullness?

If there is fault in my immoderate love it is yours,

not mine: it was you who led the way, Love.

Thursday



St Agnes
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Probably one of the more noted virgin martyrs of the early Church, little is know of Agatha aside from the fact that she was brutally martyred at Catania during the reign of Decian in 250-253.   It is said that she was the daughter of a noble family, a woman beautiful in person,. who was persecuted by Senator Quintianus with his avowels of love.   As his proposals were resolutely spurned by the Christian virgin, he committed her to the charge of an evil woman who tried to indoctrinate Agatha into the ways of wickedness and boldness.  She was subjected to cruel torture, particularly the especially inhuman order to have her breasts cut off, a theme that accompanies Agatha in art.  She is claimed as the patroness of Palermo and is the patron saint of bakers and bell-founders.

(A Reading from the Sacred Exchange between Francis and Lady Poverty)

Lady Poverty was overjoyed at the friars desire to serve the Lord.   “Your words to me are sweeter than gold and a very precious jewel – for it is not you who have spoken but the Holy Spirit who has spoken in you.  Let me tell you the tale of my condition – I am not uneducated as many think but I am quite old and abounding in days, knowing the nature of things, the varieties of creatures, the changes of times.  I have known the fluctuations of the human hear, in part buy the experience of time, in part by the insight of nature, in part through the nobility of grace.”

Lord, help us to discover you in the world around us.  Give us the grace of acceptance when evil surrounds us – may we discern you in the midst of the storm just as in the quiet of day,

Friday



Pete Baptist, Paul Miki and Co.
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Peter Baptist was sent to Japan as a missionary and was warmly welcomed by the Emperor of Japan who allowed the small group to establish schools, parishes and convents.  After three years, in 1596, a Spanish Vessel, the “San Felipe”, became stranded on the short instantly become the property of the Emperor.  In antagonising the Emperor, the Spaniards claimed that the missionaries were sent to prepare the country for conquer at the hands of the Spanish.  Peter Baptist and twenty-five others were then crucified in the manner of Christ in 1597 after being imprisoned for one year.

(A Reading from the Letter s of Peter Baptist of 4 January and 2 February, 1597)
Those who wish to die for Christ now have a golden opportunity.   I think that the faithful of this region would have been greatly consoled if Religious of our Order had been here, but they may rest assured that as long as this king rules, men in our habit will not love long in Japan because he will quickly send them to heaven.  May he get us there.  For the love of God let your charity commend us to God that the sacrifice of our lives may be acceptable in his sight.  From what I have heard here, I think we will be crucified on this coming Friday, because it was on a Friday that they cut off part of each one’s ear at Miyako, an event we accepted as a gift from God.  We will ask you, then to pray for us for the love of God.
Lord, let us be the modern martyrs who meet suffering with confidence and love.
Saturday


St Colette




7 February 2009
[image: image6.jpg]


Colette was born in Picardy in 1381 and is most noted for reforming the Poor Clare Order (called the Colettines).  In her twenties, she resolved to kick-start the reform and enlisted the help of the antipope, Benedict XIII who, in turn, empowered her with a plethora of papal bulls.  The reform spread throughout Europe, not especially in the seventeen convents she herself founded.  She also reformed the friars (the Coletani) but they were suppressed later on.  Colette was a remarkable woman of prayer and piety, having committed herself to an anchorage in her earlier years.  While she was exceedingly austere, she was a trailblazer of intelligence and energy.  Her reform is thriving to this day.

(A reading from the Testament of St Colette)

Learn to esteem your holy vocation, its high dignity, its great perfection.  You have been called by the grace of God to the practice of perfect obedience and that you ought always in all things to obey save in sin, since the Lord Jesus became obedience even to death.  After renouncing our self-will, we should carry the cross of our vow of poverty – this precious jewel and secure pledge of the Kingdom of Heaven.  Let us hold fast, then, by the promises we have made and if through human frailty we are found wanting in any thing let us hasten to purge ourselves by a holy penance.  

Lord, you did not create us as perfect beings – we sin and fall but always in hope of forgiveness and redemption.  Love us as we are, Lord, and let us be forgiving of the shortcomings of others






