
BE MERCIFUL
Scripture shows us the God of mercy through men of mercy.

Although Moses passed as the Pharaoh's son, he threw in his lot with the repressed Hebrew people, and rescued them from Egyptian slavery.  Now, after that troublesome, moaning crowd had broken faith with him and with God (Ex 32:7-14), he had the chance to be rid of them and to begin again without them.

Instead, he pleaded for God's mercy towards them yet another time. Again, he buried his personal ambitions, and the man of mercy pleaded for “his” people. Moses never had to identify himself with those complaining people, but he did. He chose to belong to them, and to present their real needs to the God of Mercy.

Experiences such as this with Moses, repeated often, convinced the Hebrews that the God of Moses “is a God of tenderness and compassion, slow to anger, rich in kindness and faithfulness. For thousands he maintains his kindness, forgives faults, transgression, sin. But he lets nothing go unchecked, punishing faults ... to the third and fourth generation' (Ex 34:6‑7).

God recognised the pleading of Moses, because he gave himself completely to these people, however ungrateful and wayward they turned out to be, and he stood with them in solidarity. The people recognised the limitless mercy of God in Moses, the man of mercy.

Moses is an excellent model as a merciful person for all of us when we are tempted to cut loose of those who, in their need, make big demands on our patience and tolerance. They could be parents or children, husband or wife, employer or employees, painful members of our community, burdensome friends.

Before Moses died, he promised in God's name that another would come and plead for them. He said “Your God will raise up for you a prophet like myself, from among yourselves, from your own brothers” (Ex 18:15).

No one has fulfilled that promise more fully than Jesus of Nazareth, As St Paul says, in our second reading, “nobody should doubt: that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners” (l Tim 1:15). “Mercy was shown me” ... (he says), and the grace of our Lord filled me with faith and with the love that is in Christ Jesus (1 Tim l:13). Paul admires Christ's “inexhaustible patience” with him, who had done all he could to injure and discredit and even kill Christians.

The mercy of God is evident in the three parables of the lost sheep, the lost coin and the lost son (Luke 15:1-32), which are like a tryptic, or three-panelled picture, of mercy. God is the shepherd searching for a lost sheep. God is the woman looking for her lost coin. God is the Father waiting for his lost son.

The first two parables speak simply of something lost and found. And so, their only theme is the merciful love of God, who in his goodness is searching for the sinner and rejoices when the person returns his love.

The Pharisees around Jesus didn’t see God that way, and they strongly disapproved of these ideas of Jesus.

Experts tell us that a high percentage of our expressions and actions come not from judgments but from prejudices. We speak and react on the base of a series of ideas accepted without question. It is by no means easy to go against prejudices and attitudes, or even to recognize them in ourselves for what they are.

Jesus found this obstacle in the persons who surrounded him. The criticisms of the Pharisees may not have been the fruit of wickedness. Behind them were mistaken ideas. They started out with an idea of God that was a caricature. They believed that God would accept you only if you did everything right, and then you earned God’s acceptance.

But the Lord, who loves us even with our aberrations, arranges for us to meet someone like Moses or Jesus, or an authentic Christian or just an authentic person, who, with his or her unselfish way of acting, raises the question in our minds: This person, this act, these words, aren’t they a challenge to correct my idea of God and to realize that God is merciful?

Let us pray that each of us will be such a person, a genuine Christian, whose words and actions convince others that God is merciful, and waiting for our loving response to his love.

