THE GOD I KNOW, Part One
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The God I know is not a magician; he doesn't make pain and evil disappear. The God I know doesn't just "make nice" – make everything bright and sunny and positive all the time. Neither does this God I know ever punish anyone on a whim. He does not make bad things happen because we do wrong. He does not give us crosses to carry. He does not wish death or evil or pain on anyone.


The God I know says, "I have come that you may have life to the full." This God has also said, "I am the resurrection and the life; no one who believes in me will undergo death." Moreover, God says, "I am the way and the truth and the life; no one gets to the Father except through me."


Human pain and evil and misery sometimes seem like an insoluble mystery, like "Why does a God, who supposedly is good, allow bad things to happen to good people?" But I don't think so! Here's why:


First of all, I remember the story of Jesus healing the man born blind. He was asked whether the man was blind because of his own sin or because of the sin of his parents. Jesus’ answer startled everyone: It is “so that God’s work might be revealed in him.” In other words, God knows all too well the broken, fallible side of humanity and uses the transformation of that human downside to show us and convince us of his love and mercy, his caring and tenderness, his grace and his glory.  


Secondly, God created us to be human. Being human means to live in a human world. A human world has natural disasters, human ailments, tragic accidents, and cruel inhumanities against fellow humans. That's part of the human condition, part of being human, part of what makes real humanity what it really is. And part of what gets human beings into the divine kingdom!


Also, God created this human condition as the top stratum of all natural creation and has given human beings freewill in order to be more like God and to be God’s stewards of the rest of creation. God has connected with this human condition from the very beginning to unite with human beings, to draw them to himself, and to bring them into the fullness of love with him.  


So, God entered human life as a human person to transform this human condition and to make it holy and saving – to demonstrate love and to use that love to make us co-lovers with him. So, not only did the Word (the Son of God) become flesh to draw us to the Father in a loving relationship, but he also became a sacrificial victim for us by means of his passion and death in order to put to death whatever gets in the way of life and love, to transform whatever is negative and destructive into something that's positive and life-giving, and to show us that loving each other (especially in a sacrificial or self-emptying way) is the way to connect and bond and form togetherness that can overcome pain and evil, and give people meaning and purpose and positive fulfilment.


So, through the passion, death, and resurrection of his Son Jesus Christ, God changes human death from an end to a gateway to unending life, and hence also changes psychological or relational or spiritual death into a transition toward something new. In doing so, God likewise instils in the human person the assurance of hope and the conviction of faith to keep on going and to strive for the “better” by means of the working of the Holy Spirit. In addition, God provides for the constant development of this life by means of the support and accountability of community or togetherness which is the visible sign of love (and this is why “Church” is necessary, especially as the Body of Christ).  


Hence, the God I know does three things for me (and for everyone else!):
1. He lovingly stands by me and lifts me up and is my refuge and my strength to help me make sense out of all the crap of aches and pains, meanness and loss, hatred and violence.

2. He shows me by example and by teaching how to bring meaning and purpose to others by being an agent or conduit of his love and mercy.

3. He communicates his love and his mercy, his will and his guidance, his grace and his joy to me through other people, especially those I trust and rely on.

There is a line in the Letter to the Hebrews (11:1) which states: “Faith is confident assurance concerning what we hope for, and conviction about things we do not see.” Well, the God I know gives me this sort of faith! I hope for the fullness of life (both now and later) not as a pipe-dream, not as a fantasy, not as a tentative “maybe,” not as an escape from reality, but as an assertion that’s as real as someone telling me, “I love you!” And beyond any shadow of a doubt I am convinced that this God I know is as real, as loving, as merciful, as caring, and as tender a person as any other person I can look at, face to face.

This is the God I know. 
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