
THE RITE OF ADMISSION

Homily

The Rite of Admission into a local Fraternity of the Secular Franciscan Order is also called the Rite of Reception. However, the symbolism of the rite is strongly that of conception.

The rite is performed within the local Fraternity in a personal and private way. It calls to mind the Annunciation, when the Holy Spirit came upon Mary and Jesus was conceived.

The conception of a Secular Franciscan is an act of the Fraternity and the Holy Spirit. According to the Ritual, the candidate has been “moved by the Holy Spirit.”
The rite takes place within a celebration of the Word of God, reminding us of Mary’s consent, “Be it done to me according to your Word.”
The time of the candidate’s formation, between one and two years, is like the time of gestation in the womb of the Fraternity. The Fraternity commits itself to the candidate’s formation and promises friendship, prayer and the witness of its Franciscan way of life. All the members renew their faith in the Holy Spirit to sustain a proper formation of the candidate.

Just as a child in the womb is nourished by its mother, so is the candidate nourished by the Fraternity who hear the Gospel, “Repent and believe the Good News”, and put it into practice.

The candidate is called to formation in a local Fraternity, just as the Word was made flesh in the womb of Mary. 
Profession will be his/her birth into the local Fraternity and into the Secular Franciscan Order, to live a new life with God, alive for God in Jesus Christ (Rom 6). His/her profession will be celebrated publicly, within a Mass, rejoicing in the presence of family and friends.

