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Andrew Kim Taegon and Companions


September 20

SAVE YOUR LIFE

Today's feast honours a group of 103 Korean martyrs. Notable of these were Andrew Kim Taegon, the first Korean priest, and the lay apostle, Paul Chong Hasang. Also among this large group of martyrs were three bishops and seven priests, but for the most part they were heroic laity, men and women, married and single of all ages. They were canonized by Pope John Paul II on May 6, 1984.


We are blessed in Australia to have one local Fraternity of Korean Secular Franciscans. They meet at the Korean Church and Centre in Silverwater, NSW. They have an apostolate among the many Korean students who congregate at the Haymarket Church in George Street, Sydney.


Luke’s gospel (Lk 9:23-26) has been specially chosen for this Memorial. Jesus states the conditions for anyone who wants to follow him as a disciple. These conditions find their context in the first prophecy of the Passion that immediately precedes them: “The Son of Man is destined to suffer grievously, to be rejected by the elders and chief priests and scribes and to be put to death, and to be raised up on the third day” (Lk 9:22).


Jesus is not a boss who orders us around. He is our brother who clears a way for us. Before preaching self-denial, he practises it. Before offering us the cross, he carries it. In this way he teaches us to save our life. He risked his earthly life and held nothing back in order to do God’s will.


Luke shows us Jesus who, at the beginning of his last journey, took the road to Jerusalem on purpose. The Christian’s “way” is to “follow” Christ. We claim that we have chosen Christ decisively. But we cannot be Christians, disciples of Christ, if we are not disposed every day to carry our cross after him, and even to lose our life for him if we are called upon to do so.


We Christians need to renew our baptismal choice for Christ, even daily and not only at the beginning of Lent and during the Easter Vigil. It is a risky choice. By choosing Christ, we can expose ourselves to opposition and persecution. Often, it will be necessary to renounce some of our affections, much of our self-indulgence and all of our selfishness. We can’t expect an easy, comfortable life, but we don’t have to make it miserable for ourselves either.


At times, it may seem that being a Christian means losing too much. For some graced people, such as Andrew Kim Taegon and his companions, it went so far as to give up living altogether. But we must not presume that this is required of us until God’s will is clear.


Jesus is unequivocal. Only by denying our selfishness, and even giving up our life if necessary, will we be able to find the true life, to save ourselves. Not only did he say this, ever so clearly. He did it himself, first. And the Korean martyrs did it after him.


Let us pray that, whatever is required of us, we will remain faithful to God our Father and to Jesus Christ, our Saviour, by the strength which the Holy Spirit gives us.

