 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Franciscan Lectionary
July 15: St Bonaventure (Mt 5:13-19)


A LIGHT TO ALL

Jesus surprises us by the trust that he places in us when he states, “You are the light of the world” (Mt 5:14). Jesus defines who we are, or at least who we are called to be.


We are a light to the extent that we resemble Jesus Christ who says, “I am the light of the world; anyone who follows me will not be walking in the dark; he will have the light of life” (Jn 8:12).


We can be a light to others only in so far as we have light from Jesus and share in his being a sign of God. Every positive element that there is to be found in us is a gift from the Father of all light (James 1:17) and becomes a light for all to see. We are to light up the way that people need to take to come to God.


We are a light also to the extent that we act like Christ for the glory of God the Father. Jesus defines what we do, or at least what he calls us to do. Since he came to save everyone, we Christians must give out light to all through our actions, and help to save them.


So, we are lit up in so far as we reflect the light of Christ, and show our light to the world through our good works. These good works would be in line with those works that Jesus bases his judgment of us on: “you gave me food and drink, made me welcome, clothed me naked, visited me sick and in prison” (Mt 25:35-37).


We moderns tend to think big and to ignore small gestures, but even one match lighted in the middle of a huge stadium can be seen in the back rows. It only needs the beam of a tiny torch to light up our footsteps in the dark. Not even the slightest effort to do good is lost. Let’s never undervalue even the smallest contribution to lighting up the kingdom of God.


For us Christians to be a light to those around us is not only a social engagement. It is our missionary commitment . 


St Bonaventure was exemplary in carrying out his Christian missionary commitment. “Staunchness of character, personal attractiveness and approachability, a deep and reverent love for the person and the work of St Francis, were joined in him to deep learning, a calm judgment, and a genius for organization” (The Marrow of the Gospel, 81).


Let us pray with St Bonaventure to Jesus, that we may be in our turn a light to the world and that all we do will add to that light. 

