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Trinity Sunday Year 2 (Deut 4:32-34; Rom 8:14-17; Mt 28:16-20)


GOD OF PEOPLE 

People of all times have given a name to divinity as they understood it. They have tried to put into words their own experience of God.  In the first reading, (Deut 4: 32f), we have an example of Israel's experience of God. God did marvels for them before their forefathers' very eyes in Egypt.


God expressed himself to Moses as “a God of tenderness and compassion, slow to anger, rich in kindness and faithfulness; for thousands he maintains his kindness, forgives faults, transgressions, sin; yet he lets nothing go unchecked, punishing the father’s fault in the sons and in the grandsons to the third and fourth generation.” (Ex 34:6-7).


The Israelites experienced that God is a God of people, concerned with people's lives, faithful to the work of his hands and full of tender care for the people he had specially chosen.


Ever since then, they experienced intimately that God protected his people, freed them from the worst kinds of oppression, and accompanied them through life.


Their sacred name for God was “Yahweh”. It means literally, “I am who I am”, in an active, dynamic way. It could also mean something like: I am here for you; you can count on me; I will be there with you.


God’s name was so revered that out of reverence the Israelites never pronounced it, but substituted “Lord” instead of saying or reading the sacred name. To this day, the Jews are scandalized when they hear us Christians pronouncing their sacred name for God.


God came nearest to people in his Son Jesus Christ, and has stayed near through the presence of his Holy Spirit. This has been the experience of Christians. They came to realize more fully how strong was God's loving care for people, how active and dynamic God is in providing for our material and spiritual needs. 


God became so tangibly present among us as Jesus, and his Spirit remains so closely present among us, that we can no longer name God in the same way as the Israelites did. 


As the result of all that has happened since the life and death and rising of Jesus, and his bodily return to God his Father, and the release of his Spirit on those who believe in him, Christians have come to know the one God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 


This is the joyful message of Trinity Sunday. Our God is not distant or unknowable. God is intensely interested in us. God is as near to us as a loving Father. God became so near to us in Jesus that he “pitched his tent among us” (Jn 1:14). “Our eyes could see him and our hands could feel him” (1 Jn 1:1). Jesus could say, “He who sees me sees the Father” (Jn 14:9).  His Spirit stays with us “all days, until the world is completed” (Matt 28:20).

God came to people from the beginning, and still comes to us. We cannot grasp God. He grasps us and takes us into his life and love.

That is how St Paul describes it in our second reading (Rom 8: 14-17). Meeting the risen Lord Jesus on the Damascus Road was a shattering experience for him. Coming to know Jesus had set him free. A new Spirit had come over him. This Holy Spirit led him to discover the reality of a loving God and Father in his life. The Trinity was a lived experience for him. 


The Blessed Trinity was likewise a lived experience for St Francis of Assisi. In an early Rule that he gave his friars, he prayed: “All-powerful, most holy, Almighty and supreme God, Holy and just Father, Lord King of heaven and earth, we thank You for Yourself, for by Your holy will and by Your only Son with the Holy Spirit You have created all things spiritual and corporal” (RegNB XIII 1).


Faith in the Trinity is faith in the God who is with us, in whom we live and move and have our being. The one God of three Persons is the God of people. God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit explains our past experience, supports us at present, and guarantees our future.


After celebrating the risen Lord Jesus at Easter, and the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, today we celebrate the Blessed Trinity and express our joy: Glory be to God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.

