 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 124 April: Dedication of Basilica of St Francis (Jn 10:22-30)


HEAR HIS VOICE

The day after St Francis was canonized in Assisi in 1228, his close friend, then Pope Gregory IX, laid the cornerstone of the church to be built in his honour. The remains of St Francis that had been kept in the chapel of St George (now part of the Monastery of St Clare), were transferred in 1230. The church was raised to a basilica in 1754.


The building is honoured because God is worshipped in it and because the relics of St Francis and those of his closest companions are kept in the chapel of the crypt.


Since St Francis was given so much to following Jesus Christ, the gospel deals with the mystery of the person of Jesus (Jn 10:27-30).


The Jews ask Jesus to tell them openly if he is the Messiah (Jn 10:24). But he knows that they don’t want to believe in him and he also knows the reason why: because they do not want to belong to him.


Those who belong to Jesus are like the sheep that belong to a shepherd. They hear his voice. He gives them life. No one snatches them from his hands. They are his Father’s gift to him.


Jesus has them understand that they don’t need any clearer statement from him to convince them that he is their expected Messiah-Saviour. Their problem is a lack of faith in him.


Faith is not the result of a process of reasoning. To understand the Christ and to approach the mystery of his person, we must listen to his voice, like the sheep that listen to the voice of their shepherd when he calls them by name.


The Jews who are questioning Jesus have not made any effort to accept Jesus or to recognize him as the Messiah-Saviour. How much are they responsible for their blindness?


Let’s not judge them. Let us rather judge ourselves. Are we sincerely searching for Jesus our Saviour? Have we entered into conversation with him in prayer? Do we maintain a communion of life with him? Do we approach him as a living person and go out of ourselves to meet him?


St Francis gave a resounding positive answer to these questions. Let us aim to do likewise.

