 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Baptism of the Lord
BAPTIZED INTO THE FAITH OF THE CHURCH

Two students, Shirley O’Neil and Albert Kloger, from the University of California, were swimming in San Francisco Bay, some years ago. Shirley was ahead of Albert when she heard a loud shriek. She turned at once and saw a shark gripping Albert. Shirley swam to Albert, grasped him by the arm and dragged him towards the shore. The shark swam away. Safe on the beach, she asked the dying lad if he wanted to be baptized. Albert said yes, and Shirley baptized him. A few hours later, Albert died.


Baptism didn’t save Albert's life. And it’s not a ticket to heaven. Albert had often expressed his wish to be converted and to share the faith of the Church. So, his baptism in an emergency was no different from our own baptism when we were babies, in so far as it was a baptism into the faith of the Church. Shirley had that faith and represented the Church.


Some parents question the value of the baptism of babies. They say let the child grow up and then decide whether he or she wants to be baptized or not. 


Some other parents want their baby baptized at once. I don’t believe that unbaptized babies are consigned to a limbo where they are deprived of the love of their Creator. The Church doesn’t teach that, but that’s not why I favour the baptism of infants.


One important aspect of early baptism is that when the parents bring their child to the church, they are reminded that the child is not their own private property. The child is a gift of God given to a community of faith that is much larger than the immediate family.


Another important aspect is that the administration of baptism, though it concerns the child personally, never concerns him or her alone. It is an action of the whole Church. All the faithful are involved in this sacramental act of faith of the Church. At a baptism, we publicly confess our own faith. Infant baptisms, as well as adult baptisms, are public acts of worship of the whole community of the faithful. The faithful community unites itself with the public prayer of the Church on behalf of the recipient, . Here, the Church unites itself with the worship that Jesus Christ, our risen Lord, offers to God his Father.


When baptism is administered by the Church, even when the Church is represented by only one person, the communion of saints in heaven as well as on earth gathers in union with Jesus Christ round the person being baptized, to beg God to bestow his divine life on him or her. The whole parish community should take an active and prayerful part in preparing people for baptism.


The Church has always understood that children should not be deprived of baptism, because they are baptized into the faith of the Church. This faith is proclaimed for them by their parents and godparents, who represent both the local Church and the whole communion of saints and believers.


To fulfil the true meaning of baptism, we who were baptized as children must from then on be formed in the faith into which we have been baptized. The foundation of this formation is the sacrament itself, which we have already received, but which we may not understand very well. We do well to attend the baptisms of our family members and friends, and to follow closely the prayers and actions of the ceremony, because they instruct us.


All of us who were baptized as babies must show our will to make the faith of the Church our very own. As St John (1 Jn 5:4) says: "This is the victory that has conquered the world: our faith."


Christian formation is our due and our lifelong need. It aims to lead us gradually to learn God's plan for us and for the whole world in relation to Jesus Christ, so that ultimately we may accept totally for ourselves the faith into which we have been baptized.


There comes a time in the life of each of us when we accept the Christian faith into which we were baptized when we were babies, or reject it. Normally, we confront this choice in our adolescent years. We are fortunate if we have had up till then the example of a life of faith given to us by our parents and godparents and by a vibrant parish community and a faith-inspired Catholic school.


Let us pray for a fuller understanding of our baptism and for a stronger adhesion to the faith of the Church, and let us renew our baptismal commitment when we come to Mass.

