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RISING SUN

Today’s gospel, the Canticle of Zechariah (Lk 1:67-79), is like the call of the night watchman who greets the first rays of the rising sun at dawn. It fits perfectly into the early morning of Christmas Eve.


Zechariah praises God because he is about to visit his people and bring them redemption and salvation. Everyone is looking to the Messiah-Saviour: those who have already died and are waiting for their delivery in the world of spirits; we who are alive today; and those who will eventually come into life.

Zechariah rejoices that “the morning sun from heaven will rise upon us” (NEB). The Saviour is the Sun (s-u-n) of humanity. This identification of the Saviour as the Sun is very appropriate for Christmas, which replaced the pagan feast, celebrated in the depths of the European winter, of the Invincible Sun, the Sol invictus of the Romans, who conquers the wintry darkness and gloom and will return in all his glory.


Not only on the morning of Christmas Eve, but every morning of the year, the Church sings the Canticle of Zechariah at the rising of the sun that dispels the night and darkness.


Jesus, the Messiah, the Christ, brings with him the restoration of the entire universe. He brings the reconciliation and peace that will be announced by the angels at midnight: “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and peace to those who enjoy his favour”. The voices of heaven intermingle with the restored voice of Zechariah: “Blessed be the Lord who comes to give light to us who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.” A great hymn of thanks to God resounds throughout the world.


Peace among us is born of the glory that we give to God. In fact, the glory that we give to God ensures the only true peace among us. Tonight, Christmas night, we will kneel before the Word of God in a tiny body. At the crib, we will carry out a constructive act for our human community. We will recognize ourselves clearly as brothers and sisters in front of our newborn baby brother, Jesus, the son of the Virgin Mary and Son of God.

