 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 15 Sunday of Easter 1 (Jn 14:1-12)

GREATER WORKS

What will happen to his faithful friends when Jesus goes away? He reassures them, “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God still, and trust in me” (John 14: l).


“There are many rooms in my Father's house,” he says (Jn 14:2). “My Father's house” refers mainly to the Kingdom that Jesus will definitely establish when he comes again at the end of everything.


It also refers, to some extent in the meantime, to the Church to which Jesus will return at Pentecost in his Spirit. The Church is the surest way to his Father's house.


Perhaps, Philip (Jn 14:8) expected a vision of God like those that are described in the Old Testament. But God does not usually reveal himself any more through thunder and lightning, or fire or earthquake.


God has taken on a human face in Jesus Christ. Now, we need to perceive the face of God in the face of Jesus. More than that, the only way really to “see” Jesus, that is, to reach to some extent the mystery of him, is to see him in his intimate relationship with his Father.


A correct knowledge of Jesus does not stop at his external works or at the facts of his earthly life, but refers back continually to the mystery of God as the Trinity of Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and that God is love. 


Although Jesus lived in close familiarity with the Apostles, it was not until they received the Holy Spirit that they realized that the goal of human life is the Father, that the way to the Father is the Son, and that between the two there is such a close correlation that to be close to one means to enter into familiarity with the other.


While Jesus was alive on earth, his words and works pointed forward to his giving his life in death, and rising again to his new life that we experience in the Church. His departure through death prepared for his continual coming and staying with his community of faithful followers.


The bodily presence of Jesus was an obstacle to his staying with us always and everywhere. He will leave his disciples so as to be always present with his community at all times and in all places.


Jesus says, “Whoever believes in me will perform the same works as I do myself, he will perform even greater works” (Jn 14:12). 


Faith in Jesus, the one sent by the Father, who reveals the Father, is a faith that works wonders, usually quietly. The disciples of Jesus continue his work. The marvelous works that people of faith do, they obtain from the Father “in the name of Jesus”, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son.


These greater works will not necessarily be miracles. Jesus could be referring again to the Church. The lives and activity of his faithful friends gathered together in his name will reveal the Father's plan for all people more plainly even than the human life of Jesus did.


Jesus, risen and glorified, continues to speak and act through his Church. We hear him in the Word of Sacred Scripture spoken in our assembly, and we witness his saving works in the Sacraments. These are greater works than those Jesus did in his earthly life, because they bring salvation to people of all times everywhere.


The greater works that we do as his Church are described in both the first and second readings. Deacons were selected to “give out food” (Acts 6:2). We are called to be both a “deaconly” people and a priestly people, that is, people who serve others and “a people set apart to sing the praises of God” (1Pet 2:9).


We can recognize “greater works” than Jesus did also in the extent of the Church’s missionary work and the spread of the word of God through the media of social communication, also in the development of medical care, and in the extent of charitable aid to the needy and to the victims of catastrophes.


In our baptism, we take on the service of mediator between God and all people, both believers and non-believers. We are sent to them as missionaries. We are called to radiate joy, to be self-controlled and self-sacrificing servants of others.


However, we don’t clamour for wonders or demand miracles. We simply pray and work, so that God’s will be done in us and in everyone. Our Christian life is essentially service and sacrifice.


In all these ways, let us continue to spread the Good News that Jesus has not left us alone. He lives in us and in our church community, and through us he reaches out to all people of all times and places.

