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“Praised be you, My Lord, through all your creatures!”
Franciscan Readings for 

Week Commencing
25 May, 2008
8th  Week Ordinary Time – A
Sunday
CORPUS CHRISTI

25 May 2008
(A reading from “A Letter to the Entire Order” by St Francis)
The Lord of the Universe, God and the Son of God, so humbles himself that for our salvation he hides himself under an ordinary piece of bread!  Brothers, look at the humility of God, and pour out your hearts before him! Humble yourselves that you may be exalted by him! Hold back nothing of yourselves, that he who gives himself totally to you may receive you totally!
Lord, the great mystery of the Eucharist gives us hope and calls us to be your servants and leaders.  Help us to give ourselves totally to you and to be your Body of Christ.
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Monday 



Phillip Neri




26 May 2008
Of all the saints, Philip Neri was one of the happiest and most original. Everyone loved him and consulted him. Nature had endowed him with a rich and cheerful temperament and he always saw the best side of things. He loved music and poetry and was a skilled amateur psychologist.  His mother died when he was young, but his father, a Florentine notary, remarried and the stepmother was good to the children. Even during his happy childhood he possessed a free and enquiring mind and a pure and eager spirit. There was nothing good in this world that lay outside his interest, and his life was spent in pursuit of truth and virtue. Philip was educated by and came under the influence of the Dominicans at San Marco, where Savonarola had been a friar within living memory. At 18, he was sent to San Germano, to a relative who it was hoped would pass on his prosperous business to Philip. There he worked as an assistant to a merchant at the foot of Monte Cassino. Soon after his arrival, however, he had a mystical experience that caused his conversion, and from then on he was indifferent to material things. In 1593, he averted a conflict between France and the Holy See by influencing the decision to absolve the former Protestant Henry IV of Navarre. That same year he resigned as superior because of ill health. He died of hemorrhage, his last act being to raise his hand to bless his followers. He was buried in the Chiesa Nuova (Attwater, Benedictines, Bentley, Delaney, Gill, Poncelle, Trevor, White).
In art, Saint Philip is an Oratorian priest with a rosary. Sometimes the Virgin Mary appears to him (Roeder). He is often in red carrying a lily or with lilies around him (White).
(A reading from ‘The Life of St Francis’ by Thomas of Celano)
Francis was extremely determined and paid no attention to anything beyond what was of the Lord.  Though he often preached the word of God among thousands of people, he was as confident as if he were speaking with a close friend.   He used to view the largest crowd of people as one single person and talk to them as such.   He would say the most amazing things to people, even with minimal preparation.  Sometimes he could not remember what we was going to say after meditation, and would, without guile, tell the people that he couldn’t remember what he was to say – and then go on to move them with tears with his beautiful praises of God.
Lord, help us to be open to your inspiration and fill with joy all who hear us speak.
.
Tuesday 









27 May 2008
(A reading from ‘The Life of St Francis’ by Thomas of Celano)

Once, Francus came to Rome on a  matter concerning the Order, and he yearned to speak before the Lord Pope Honorius and the Cardinals.  Lord Hugo, the Bishop of Ostia, and he led Francis to the Lord Pope.   Standing the presence of the Princes of the Church, Francis spoke with such fire of spirit, that he could not contain himself for joy.   As he brought forth the word from his mouth, he moved his feet as if dancing, not playfully but burning with the fire of divine love, not provoking laughter but moving them to tears of sorrow.  For many of them were touched in their hearts, amazed at the grace of God and the great determination of the man.
Lord, we all preach in our actions and our words.  Grant us integrity and a guard over our lips when the occasion demands it.

Wednesday









28 May 2008
(A reading from ‘The Life of St Francis’ by Thomas Celano)

Travelling through the Spoleto Valley, Francis came across a large multitude of birds.   He ran towards them leaving his companions on the road and, to his surprise, they didn’t fly away.   So he began to preach to them, saying,


“My brother birds, you should greatly praise your Creator, and love him always.  He gave you feathers to wear, wings to fly, and whatever you need.  God made you noble among his creatures and gave you a home in the purity of the air, so that, though you neither sow nor reap, he nevertheless protects and governs you without your least care.”  Then he blessed them.
Lord, you are present in all creation.  May we rejoice with everything in the universe and spread the glory of your name.
Thursday



 





29 May 2008
(A reading from ‘The Life of St Francis’ by Thomas of Celano)

Francis came to Alviano to preach the Word of God.   Francis was standing on the high ground but could not be heard by the people due to the chirping and shrieking of the swallows in the trees nearby.  Francis turned to the birds and said, “Sister swallows, now it is time for me to speak, since you have already said enough.  Remain silent and listen to the Word of God.”  Amazingly, the birds fell silent.  “Truly this man is holy, and a friend of the Most High.”
Lord, you gift us with all of Creation which single-heartedly turns towards you. 
Friday



The Sacred Heart of Jesus


30 May 2008
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Sacro Cuore di Gesù, confido in Te!; 
Dolce Cuore del mio Gesù, fa ch’io t’ami sempre più!; 
O Gesù di amore acceso, non Ti avessi mai offeso!
The Sacred Heart  has always been the source of scandal and a scene of confusion for the Church.  The Heart of Jesus revealed to Margaret Mary Alazoque, the Visitandine nun who lived in the 17th Cenury in Paray-le-Monial, is not to taken literally but is a deeply challenging vision in its rawness – the Heart of Jesus, torn and in outrage, present in the life laid down in the Eucharist, driven through with the hatred of this world.   We have a sense of the “heart” in our day – we set our heart on that which we love, we give with all our heart, we are pierced to the heart by the hurts that wound us.  In the same way, we can talk, one heart to another, and this is the meaning of the devotion.  We simply recognise the enormity of the love of Jesus and that we have the chance to make this love live again in our broken world.   For it is in Jesus’ Sacred Heart that we are forever loved.

(A reading from ‘The Remembrance of the Desire of the Soul’ by Thomas of Celano)
Once there was a poor man who begged something of Francis ‘for the love of God’.  Since he had nothing, Francis secretly found a cutting tool and hurried to cut his small tunic in two.   But the firars stayed his hand and gave the poor man a different compensation.  Francis said, “The love of him who loved us greatly is greatly to be loved!”
Lord, let us bring Christ’s love into our world by meditating on your Son’s Sacred Heart.  Give us a special love for the poor and disenfranchised.

Saturday

The Visitation





31 May 2008
[image: image4.png]


The Franciscan Chapter of 1263 inaugurated the feast of the Visitation.  Assuming that the annunciation occurred at the vernal equinox, it would have been at this time that Mary chose to visit her kinswoman Elizabeth who was due to give birth herself.  It was a disputed feast for many years, only a few religious orders took it on in their calendars.  Nowadays, it is celebrated as an important part of our Marian tradition.

(A reading from the Book of Angela of Foligno)

If one looks and ponders with the utmost care the small piece of bread which the body eats, how much more should the soul not look and ponder before receiving this eternal and infinite good, created and uncreated, this sacramental food which is the sustenance, treasure, and fountain for the life of both soul and body.  This is truly God which in himself contains every good.  


Why bother going to a mystery when the real world is here around us?  I will tell you what I think.  Go – be received in order to be received, go pure in order to be purified, go alive in order to be enlivened, go just as you are to be more fully what you are.
Lord, let us know that you made us as we are.  We are yours and attribute everything that we are to you with our weaknesses and successes.  Keep our minds focussed on what is good.






