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“Praised be you, My Lord, through all your creatures!”
Franciscan Readings for 

Week Commencing
6 September, 2009
23rd  Week Ordinary Time
Sunday




6 September 2009
(A Reading from the Testament of St Francis)
After the Lord gave me some brothers, no one showed me what I should do, but the Most High himself
revealed to me that I should live according to the pattern of the Holy Gospel.   And I had this written down simply and in few words and the Lord Pope confirmed it for me.  And those who came to receive life gave whatever they had to the poor and were content with one tunic, patched inside and out, with a cord and short trousers.  We desired nothing more.  We were simple and subject to all.   I desire always for brothers to give themselves to honest work to earn their keep and avoid idleness.  And when we are not paid for our work, let us have recourse to the table of the Lord, begging alms.  And we should say the greeting that the Lord revealed to me: “May the Lord give you peace.”

Lord, the life you wish for us is written on our hearts at baptism.  Help us to live your gospel in our actions each day.
Monday 








7 September 2009
(A reading from ‘A Mirror of Perfection’)

From the beginning of his conversion and establishment of the Order, Francis practised the greatest humility, calling himself and his friars the “Lesser Brothers”, the Friars Minor.  He wished for the friars to stay in the hospitals of lepers, to serve them joyfully.  Princes and knights came to join the Order but, disregarding any status, everyone had to serve the lepers as the Rule prescribed.   When he became a greatly respected man of the Church, he chose to be lowly amongst his brothers – in his opinion and desire this lowliness was to be the most sublime exaltation in the sight of God and of the people.

Lord, let us work humbly among the lepers – the unloved, the nuisance, the shameful secrets within us.  Help us to compassionate symbols of life to those whose lives are seemingly worthless in the sight of people but precious in the arms of God.
Tuesday 

Birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary


8 September 2009
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What can’t be said of Mary?  While she has been called ‘Mary of Nazareth’ in more recent writings, she was actually born in Jerusalem and then lived in Sephorus with her parents, Joachim and Anne.  In 799, the Feasts of Mary were assigned as the Purification (2 Feb), the Annunciation (25 March), the Assumption (August 15) and Mary’s Nativity (Sept 8).

(A reading from 'The Book of Gentile and the Three Wise Men', by Raymond Llull)

The Christian said, "The Son of God was born with human nature, so that in human nature there would be born greater virtue of justice and humility."


The Gentile asked, "Tell me, this woman you mention who gave birth to the Son of God, of what King was she a daughter?  Or what sort of nobility can a woman have so that God would want to take on human nature in her and be born from her?"


The Christian replied, "It is true that our Lady was of the house of David, a noble and kingly family, yet her parents were neither king nor queen.  They were humble people.  And our Lady was a woman poor in earthly possessions, but in virtues she was richer and nobler than any other creature, with the exception of her Son.   So poor was she that she did not even have a house in which to give birth to the Saviour of the world, just a stable.  For if the Son of God had wanted to be born of a queen, as ruler of all kingdoms of the world, he could easily have done so; but it would not have shown humility against pride and justice against injutsice."

Lord, you chose a humble, poor girl to be the mother of Jesus.  It was on her 'yes' that the Creator of the world waited at the time of annunciation.  May we never overlook the power of that which may appear small in the world, for you choose the unlikely candidate to achieve great things for the glory of your name.
Wednesday








9 September 2009
(A reading from ‘The Assisi Compilation)

Francis did not disdain knowledge.   On the contrary, he admired the friars who were men of learning. However, he didn’t see it as being a prerequisite for joining the friars – all that was required was a holy discipline and a willingness to preach the Gospel. But he was realistic,  saying that occasionally, friars would turn inwardly cold and empty.  Can you return to your first vocation if you have lost the will to preach?  Will you be the same person if you depart from your vocation?

Lord, you expect of us beautiful things.   Come to us in our ordinary lives, let us be ourselves and be together again.
Thursday








10 September 2009
(A reading from the “The Earlier Rule” of St Francis)

Francis desired that no friar be a treasurer or an overseer in any of the places where the friars stayed to serve or work among others.   The friars were to be lesser ones and subject to all in every house they may dwell or work they may undertake.


The friars were to work in the trade that they had learned, provided it was not contrary to the good of their souls and could be performed honestly.  For the prophet said, "You shall eat the fruit of your labours; you are blessed and it shall be well for you", the Apostle said, "Let everyone remain in that trade and office in which he has been called."


For their work, they could receive whatever was necessary, except money - for this they may beg alms.  The friars were permitted tools and instruments of their trade.  


"Idleness is the enemy of the soul" - Servants of God must always apply themselves to prayer and good work.

Lord, you have blessed each of us with a vocation.  May we live out that call which is a personal invitation from you for us to be who we really are.  In whatever we do, may we always reflect the love of God and the life of Jesus Christ.
Friday









11 September 2009
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How many times have we heard and said: "Since September 11th…," as if by saying those words, we could somehow control the reality of grief, loss, anger and fear; the reality that there are those in our increasingly divided world who see us differently from the way we see ourselves. We say those words- "since September 11th"- as if we could gain dominion over their meaning. Yet as we have grieved and feared, raged and anguished through the last five years, life has gone on.  What should we pray for? We pray for an end to grief, for peace, and safety. We pray for our nation, Australia. And we pray for ourselves, that we might feel the spirit of life and the stirrings of compassion. Help us resist both fear and complacency. Help us give life the shape of justice. Help us know that we can collude with love. Help us live as if wholeness can happen, and by our living, help us to make it so.
(A reading from ‘The Considerations on the Holy Stigmata)

Before dawn on the Feast of the Cross, Francis went out of his cell and, facing east, prayed in this way, “My Lord Jesus Christ, I pray you to grant me two graces before I die; the first is that during my life I may feel in my soul and in my body, as much as possible, that pain which you, dear Jesus, sustained in the hour of your most bitter Passion.  The second is that I may feel in my heart, as much as possible, that excessive love with which you, O Son of God, were inflamed in willingly enduring such suffering for us sinners.”  And Francis knew that God would grant these things to him.

Lord, how quickly we can complain and lament at small slights and bruises of everyday life.  When we consider the great love of Jesus for us, help us to do more rejoicing than complaining and offer up our small inconveniences in favour of creating a harmonious environment for all.

Saturday








12 September 2009
(A reading from 'The Deeds of Blessed Francis and his Companions')

Brother Pietro was meditating on the Passion of Christ and wondered to himself: "Who suffered more?"  Was it the mother who gave birth to him; the beloved disciple, John, who slept on his breast; was it the most devoted Francis, who was crucified with the Crucified Jesus?


Then, the Virgin Mary appeared to Brother Pietro with John the Evangelist and Francis, dressed in brilliant robes.   As they stood before Pietro who was trembling with fear, John the Evangelist comforted him saying, "Do not be afraid, dearest brother, because we have come to console you and to solve your doubt.  You should know that, even though his Mother and I grieved more than anyone over the Passion of Christ, after us Francis grieved more than everyone, and for this reason you see him in such glory."

Lord, we will never know the pain and the suffering that is symbolised in the Cross.  In the midst of pain, Lord, we draw hope from the Cross- the symbol of our redemption and of your immense love for us.  May we do everything to love others with such commitment and self-sacrifice.







