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“Praised be you, My Lord, through all your creatures!”
Franciscan Readings for 

Week Commencing
6 July, 2008
14th  Week Ordinary Time – A
Sunday

ATSI


6 July 2008
‘If you stay closely united, you are like a tree standing in the middle of a bush-fire sweeping through the timber. The leaves are scorched and the tough bark is scarred and burned; but inside the tree the sap is still flowing, and under the ground the roots are still strong. Like that tree you have endured the flames, and you still have the power to be reborn. The time for that rebirth is now!” – Pope John Paul II, 1986.
(A reading from the Later Rule of St Francis)

I strictly command my brothers not to receive coins or money in any form either personally or through intermediaries.   Nevertheless, Ministers and Guardians must make sure that the friars have enough to wear and to eat.  Let the brothers seek nothing for their own – neither houses nor places nor anything at all.  Let them beg and seek alms for their necessities.  Give yourselves totally to poverty and rely wholly on the providence that comes from God for He will never see you go without.

Lord, make your providence known to us – help us to live without the trappings of this material world that we may be truly rich in the next as we meet you face to face.
Monday 









7 July 2008
(A reading from the ‘The Life of St Francis’ by Thomas of Celano)

As followers of most holy poverty, since the brothers had nothing, they loved nothing; so they feared losing nothing.   They were satisfied with one tunic, patched inside and out.  Nothing about it was refined – it was lowly and crude and it seemed to all that they friars were crucified to the world.  They wore crude trousers with a rope for a belt.  They were safe wherever they went, so unsupposing was their habit.  Disturbed by no fears, distracted by no cares, they awaited the next day without worry.  Though frequently on hazardous journeys, they were not anxious about where they might stay the next day.  They worked with their own hands, staying in the houses of lepers and serving humbly the occupants.  They always did what was holy and just, honest and useful, humble and patient.  They always did what was right.

Lord, you inspire us in the lives of the blessed.  May the example of our first friars inspire us to be more than what we are and to be men and women of justice and righteousness.
Tuesday







 

8 July 2008
(A reading from ‘The Assisi Compilation’)

Francis despised the things of this world.  He gave the friars the following advice – “Money and manure are equally worthy of love.”  A man came one day to St Mary of the Angels and left an offering of coins in front of the crucifix.  One of the friars, seeing the offering, collected it and threw it to the windowsill.   Francis ordered that the friar retrieve the money and place the coins in his mouth.  Francis then commanded that the friar spit the coins out onto a dungheap – such was his contempt for wealth.  Francis commanded the friars to never touch coins.

Lord, you are enough for us.  Help us to let go of the things of this world that are passing.   Give us the faith and hope in you to be sustained by your providence.

Wednesday









9 July 2008
(A reading from ‘The Remembrance of the Desire of a Soul’ by Thomas of Celano)

Francis would say, “As far as the brothers will withdraw from poverty, that far the world will withdraw from them; they will seek,” he said, “but will not find.  If only they would embrace poverty, the world will nourish them – for they are given to the world for its salvation.”   He would panic about the Order growing large in numbers for the appearance of a large group of friars would imply wealth.  “I wish,” he said, “that the world would rarely see the Lesser Brothers and should be surprised at their small number.”  Francis would sing and rejoice, “The patience of the poor will not perish in the end – let the poor see this and rejoice!”

Lord, the poor are all around us – the sad, the weak, the desperate.  May we be a leaven to them, helping them in their condition, accepting them in their pain.
Thursday









10 July 2008
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When Veronica’s mother, Benedetta, was dying she called her five daughters to her bedside and entrusted each of them to one of the five wounds of Jesus.  Veronica was given the wound in his side, and always maintained a devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus.  At the age of seventeen she joined the Poor Clares of the Capucini, serving in many roles but particularly as novice director and abbess.  When Veronica was 37, she received the stigmata.

(A reading from the ‘Testament of St Clare’)

I, Clare, a handmaid of Christ and the plant of the holy father, see consolation after the death of brother Francis who showed us a remarkable example of poverty such that we will live for the rest of our lives.  I have always been most zealous and solicitous to observe and to have the others observe the holy poverty that we have promised to the Lord and to Francis.  Many others will come in our stead – for this reason, on bended knees and bowing low with both body and soul, I commend all my sisters, both present to those to come, out of love of the God who was placed poor in the crib, lived poor in the world, and reminded naked on the cross, to observe the holy poverty that we have promised to God and out most blessed father Francis.  

Lord, you became poor for our sake.  Help us to “come down” to the level of those around us and share in their unique conditions.  

Friday










11 July 2008
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The father of western monasticism and the namesake of many religious (, Benedict was born in the 400s a twin to his sister, Scholastica.  He studied in Rome but left it for some solitude.  From this very banal lifestyle he established a religious community that depended on a Rule for their survival.  His rule of life was not intended for an order of priests but for lay people – “My words,” he wrote, “are addressed to you, whoever you may be, that, putting on the armour of Obedience, you have chosen to fight for Christ, your Lord.”  Religious life, for Benedict, is essentially social and not preoccupied with propping up the shell of an ideal.  “To know God,” he said to his abbots, “is to realise the new and the old.”  I wonder how much we listen to his advice?  

(A reading from the ‘First Letter of Saint Clare to Blessed Agnes of Prague’)

O blessed poverty, who bestows eternal riches on those who love and embrace her!

O holy poverty, God promises the kingdom of heaven and, in fact, offers eternal glory and a blessed life to those who possess and desire you!

O God-centred poverty, whom the Lord Jesus Christ who ruled and now rules heaven and earth, who spoke and things were made, condescended to embrace us before all else!

Saturday









12 July 2008
(A reading from “The First Letter of St Clare to Blessed Agnes of Prague”)
Be strengthened in the holy service you have undertaken out of a burning desire for the Poor Crucified, who for sake of all of us took upon himself the passion of the cross, delivered us from the power of darkness to whom we were enslaved because of the disobedience of our first parent, and so reconciled with God the Father.
O blessed poverty,

who bestows eternal riches



on those who love and embrace her!

O holy poverty,


God promises the kingdom of heaven



and, in fact, offers eternal glory and a blessed life



to those who posses and desire you!

O God-centred poverty,


whom the Lord Jesus Christ



who ruled and now rules heaven and earth,



who spoke and things were made,



condescended to embrace before all else.






