TRUST GOD
Immediately after describing the hardships of the apostolic call (Mt 8:18-22), Matthew adds, “[Jesus] got into the boat followed by his disciples” (Mt 8:23). The storm that threatens to swamp the apostles’ boat represents the unleashing of the forces of nature. Whoever decides to follow Jesus Christ must be ready to live in a storm and to resist through faith.

The anxiety of the apostles is caused by their little faith. It’s not the first time in Matthew that Jesus has reproached them over that. “Will not the Father much more look after you, you men of little faith?” (Mt 6:30). And, later, to Peter, “Man of little faith, why did you doubt?” (Mt 14:31).

The disciples are in serious danger. They turn to Jesus screaming. So they do have confidence in him. They believe that he alone can save them.

But Jesus is asleep, so the disciples are understandably afraid. If he continues to sleep, he can’t help them, and it looks to them as though he will miss the right moment to act.

Yet, Jesus reproaches them as men of little faith. So then, what do we need, to be men and women of faith?

We also scream at times, “Why doesn’t God intervene?” “Why did the Lord do this?” “Why did he allow this disaster to happen?” But complaints like these show our little faith. To be men and women of faith, we have to believe that the Lord knows the right moment to act.

We want to be the ones who advise God about the time and the manner of his intervening in our life and in the affairs of the world. It’s often hard to understand why certain things happen, especially natural disasters such as cyclones, earthquakes, bushfires and floods. We have our share of these disasters. The law calls them “acts of God”. Christians believe that God knows what is going on, and we confide in him to do what he sees fit. 


It does require a huge act of faith. We don’t stand there idly, but we do all we can to forestall disasters. We pray before them, that they may be averted. We pray during them, that people will be saved. And we pray after them, for those who have lost their lives and that the survivors will be restored to normal life. 

But above all, whatever happens, let us keep on hoping and trusting in God, who knows when to intervene. That is the measure of our faith.

I would like to supplement this brief homily with a reflection by Cardinal Newman, which expresses his trust in God:

God knows me and calls me by my name.…
God has created me to do Him some definite service;
He has committed some work to me
which He has not committed to another.

I have my mission—I never may know it in this life,
but I shall be told it in the next.

Somehow I am necessary for His purposes …
I have a part in this great work;
I am a link in a chain, a bond of connection between persons.

He has not created me for naught.
I shall do good, I shall do His work;
I shall be an angel of peace, a preacher of truth
in my own place, while not intending it,
if I do but keep His commandments
and serve Him in my calling.

Therefore I will trust Him.
Whatever, wherever I am,
I can never be thrown away.

If I am in sickness, my sickness may serve Him;
In perplexity, my perplexity may serve Him;
If I am in sorrow, my sorrow may serve Him.
My sickness, or perplexity, or sorrow may be
necessary causes of some great end,
which is quite beyond me.

He does nothing in vain; He may prolong my life,
He may shorten it;
He knows what He is about.
He may take away my friends,
He may throw me among strangers,
He may make me feel desolate,
make my spirits sink, hide the future from me—
still He knows what He is about.…

Let me be Thy blind instrument. I ask not to see—
I ask not to know—I ask simply to be used.
“Hope in God –Creator, 1848
