
Second Sunday in Lent 3 (Lk 9:28-36)

The Transfiguration, Year 3 (Lk 9:28-36)


THEY SAW HIS GLORY
St Luke describes the transformation of Jesus in the presence of three of his close friends. Luke tells us: "they saw his glory."

What was it that the disciples experienced? They did not speak about it, at least, "not at that time", not before Jesus rose from death. Whatever they saw in Jesus on the mountain, it was not enough to keep them faithful to him through his arrest and trial and death. But up there on the mountain, alone with Jesus in prayer, and hearing him speak of a change in his plans, a journey to Jerusalem and the meaning of that journey, something about his fulfilment in death, they "saw his glory."

Perhaps, just for a moment, they saw the meaning of what Jesus said and did, and who he was, the Son of God, and who he would be in the future, the glorious Lord of the universe. The light of faith pierced their sleepy heads, like the brief blaze of a falling star on a dark night.

He had just said to them: "If anyone wants to be a follower of mine, let him renounce himself and take up his cross every day and follow me" (Luke 9:23). These were harsh words, and he added more: "If anyone is ashamed of me and of my words, of him the Son of Man will be ashamed when he comes in his own glory and in the glory of the Father and the holy angels" (Luke 9:26).

Then they climbed up the mountain, he was transformed, and they "saw his glory". They saw what his journey to Jerusalem and his death was about. They glimpsed how God was present in this man.

We, like the disciples, experience life from peaks of joy to depths of depression and, between the peaks, the whole range of events of daily life. We suffer the tensions that are part of every human life, between facing up to our responsibilities and escaping from them, between belonging to others and cutting ourselves off from them. We find joy in belonging, and we are depressed by our isolation.

It is often hard for us to discover God in our lives, to "see his glory", to glimpse his loving plans for us working themselves out as tensions are resolved. We can't see the transformation going on in us under the influence of the risen Christ.

To believe that it is really happening to us, we need strong faith like the faith of our Father Abraham. We yearn in our hearts for things we have not been able to achieve. We long for a home where we can rest with no more wandering. God has promised us fulfilment as he promised Abraham, but we do not see how his promise is fulfilled (Gen 15:5‑18).

St Paul reassures us, in the second reading (Phil 3:17f), that our transformation has already begun in Jesus, the transformed risen Lord. "From heaven comes the saviour we are waiting for, the Lord Jesus Christ, and he will transfigure these wretched bodies of ours into copies of his glorious body" (Phil 3:21).

Glory is in the eye of the believer. Only one who believes can see that the crucified criminal Jesus of Nazareth is God's Son, his Chosen One. Only the man of faith can see that everyone is chosen along with Christ, and that everything in our lives is intended to be a step towards our transformation.

Can we see God in Jesus Christ? Can we see godliness in other people and in ourselves? Can we see the point in following Jesus, taking up our own cross, and going on to Jerusalem and to Calvary?

When we can, everything will be transformed before our eyes. Everything will reveal to us Jesus, the Son of God, the Chosen One. We will see his glory.

