October 4: St Francis of Assisi (no text)

FOOL FOR CHRIST

Francis Bernardone gave birth to a new spirit for all people. It is perhaps paradoxical that he who sought simplicity and minority should have become such a public figure himself, so widely known and universally loved as he is today. 
The fact is that St Francis has entered deeply into the hearts of many during the past eight centuries. People of all faiths or no faith have come to admire and respect him. Biographers have written numerous records of his life. Students have examined his writings to discover his spirit. Painters have immortalized his life on canvas. Poets have sung his praises. Countless men and women from all lands have walked as pilgrims in his footsteps. Hundreds of thousands of religious and laity have embraced his way of life and identified with his spirit.

Today, we Franciscans, together with people from all walks of life, celebrate the inspiration that this ‘fool for Christ’ has been for each of us. We celebrate our love for a man whose chosen way of life, inspired by God, was so radical and dramatic that people thought he was crazy. He renounced possessions by stripping naked in public; he repaired a church, brick by brick, until he realized he was slightly ‘off track’; he lived out the gospel ideals of simplicity, poverty and humility at a time when the institutional Church was rich, worldly and strictly hierarchical.

Francis was a man of passion, a spontaneous man given to grand gesture at times. We love and respect him for his immense humility and refusal to judge others. He had no particular mission statement for political and social reform, although he had no difficulty in seeing what was wrong with society and the Church. Without fanfare, he imbibed the Gospel, the original ‘mission statement’. His simple desire was to walk in the footsteps of Jesus and to love others, including all of creation, as brothers and sisters. He did not expect of others what he did not do himself. He was a teacher by example.
If “humility” has its roots in “humus”, then Francis was truly a down-to-earth man, very human and not without contradictions, weaknesses and struggles in his life. 
Francis is like us in his humanity. We are being called to be more like him in his simplicity, poverty and humility ... and thus more like Jesus.
