 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
July 22: St Mary Magdalene (Jn 20:1-2,11-18)


Tuesday in Octave of Easter (Jn 20:11-18)


RETURN TO THE FATHER

John recounts the appearance of Jesus to Mary Magdalene after the tomb was found empty. A vision of angels precedes this appearance. In John’s gospel, angels ask questions: “Why are you weeping?”. She answers, “They have taken my Lord away.” “Lord” is the name given to Jesus after he has risen from death.


Jesus calls Mary by name and she responds with the name, “Rabbuni”, that was given to Jesus during his earthly life. It is a more solemn address than “Rabbi”.


While she wants to fall at his feet to embrace them, he diverts her attention and entrusts to her a message to take to the brothers. The message is expressed in John’s language as a return to the Father: “my” Father and “your” Father.


So, we find in this account of John’s the three elements common to the accounts of the appearances of God in the Old Testament and of Christ in the new: we have the initiative, the recognition, and the mission.


Mary Magdalene is looking for a dead man. Jesus rewards her initiative and takes an initiative of his own by showing himself to be alive. But she does not recognize the Risen Jesus by simply seeing him. At the level of physical sight, he remains unknown to her. She recognizes him when his presence becomes a personal call to her: “Mary!”.


Then, when she attempts to hold onto Jesus, the full sense of the event is revealed: the return of Jesus to the Father is his investiture - and Mary’s and ours - for the mission of announcing his resurrection to our brothers and to the whole world.


John, presenting the meeting of Mary Magdalene and Jesus, wants to guide us in understanding the new manner of the Lord’s being present, resulting in the new way of entering into contact with him. Furthermore, he wants to indicate to us that the new manner of the Lord’s presence among us is tied up with a new way of his being with the Father.


The risen Christ sends us, like Mary Magdalene, to tell everyone that he is alive and active among us. Let us give proof of this by the way we live and do his will, as we return to God, our Father.

