 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 14 Sunday in Lent, Year 3

BE RECONCILED TO GOD

I heard a preacher make a mess of the parable of the prodigal son (Lk 15:11-32). He said. "The prodigal son spent half his fortune on wine, women and debauchery, and spent the other half wastefully."


The father's pity for the prodigal son represents God the Father's mercy towards a wayward person. It contrasts with the dutiful son's resentment, which is like the hostility of people who consider that they deserve better treatment than less dutiful people. The wayward son "came to his senses” and repented of what he had done. He realized he had abused his independence. His father realized it too, but the father was overjoyed to welcome him home.


But the father had no success with the elder son. He turned out, in fact, to be the lost son.


St Paul, in our second reading today (2 Cor 5:17-21), makes the point that God does not hold our faults against us. We are the ones who hold out against returning to our Father and being reconciled to God.


"Be reconciled to God" is the invitation offered by Jesus Christ on behalf of his Father. But every invitation calls for a response from the person invited. People who issue invitations always take a risk that their invitation won't be accepted. God our Father takes that risk with each of us.


"It was God who reconciled us to himself through Christ", says St Paul. If we, like the wayward son, come to our senses, and take the step of returning to God our Father, and if we are prepared to admit to him that we have abused our independence, then we will find ourselves restored, reintegrated, remade, by accepting God's offer of reconciliation through Jesus Christ and his Church.


Haven't we all experienced, when the influence of Jesus has been weak in our lives, that we easily slip into selfishness, self-indulgence, and eventually into self-destruction. So what? So, there's a purpose in our lives only if Jesus Christ means someone to us. Why make an effort to spend myself on anyone else, if the other person isn't identified with Jesus Christ, Son of God, my Saviour and my brother?


Christ alone can reconcile us to live with ourselves, with others, and with God our Father. Only Jesus can make us into the people of God, freed from anything that hinders us from being ourselves and all that God wants us to be and that we can be with his help. Only Jesus Christ our Saviour can free us from our fear of others, our hostility towards them, and our alienation from them, especially those we live closest to. Only that man who is also God can penetrate the walls and masks that we set up against the Spirit of God. Christ invites us - he never forces us - to step out from behind our defences and be reconciled to God our Father.


To be reconciled to God, we need to understand ourselves first. We also need to discover God our Father and his enormous patience with us, working itself out in our lives. We need to respond to his invitation and let him set free within us all the wealth of being and all the powers of life that are God's gifts to us. We have to risk opening up to God our Father, to let him clear away our most closely guarded problems and our sufferings of the past that we have nursed for too long. Then, we'll be free within ourselves.


To be reconciled to God also requires that we listen to the Spirit of God in ourselves expressed in our conscience, provided we give our conscience a chance to speak.


Jesus' story of the prodigal son is an accurate picture of our being reconciled to God our Father in the sacrament of reconciliation. God restores us to ourselves within our family. He saves us in a community of people. He invites us to form a community of believing and loving people who support one another, encourage and share life with one another, and worship God our Father together.


But our waywardness tears our community apart. Our selfishness affects others badly as well as ourselves, and it cuts off our personal relationship with God.


The Catholic Church is a gathering of good people and of wayward people. Some of our people are heroic saints, some others are disasters. Our Church is a community where sinners should feel comfortable, just as they felt comfortable around Jesus Christ. Not that we encourage sin. But we honestly recognize the fact that we all fall short of what we should be.


We say no, too often, to God's invitations, and to one another's goodwill. Despite all that, God does not leave us to stew in our selfishness. God our Father is on the lookout for us. He would gladly forgive us and reconcile us to ourselves and to our community and family, even to Himself, like the Father of the prodigal son.


Let him do it, before Lent is over.

